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Quidvis recte factum quamvis humile praclarum. 
Whatever is rightly done, however humble, is noble. Royce, 1924 


We never forget a face 


In 1904, Charles Rolls and Henry Royce started a company that changed the face of motoring. 
In 1919, a gentleman called Walter Owen Bentley did the same. 


Since 1946, generations of craftsmen and women at Crewe, England, have been proud to 
create the cars that bear the names of these two famous marques. 


Whatever the future holds, we promise you one thing on their behalf. Crewe Genuine Parts 
will continue to be made to the same standards and specifications as the original Rolls-Royce 


components .We have unmatched knowledge and experience of all cars ever built at Crewe. 


Times may change. Old models may be succeeded by new ones. But Crewe never forgets. 


To maintain the integrity of your Rolls-Royce, use Crewe Genuine Parts. 
Contact Bentley Sydney, your Authorised Crewe Genuine Dealership for 
further details. 
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Articles and Features 

Riviera Car 

David Berthon learned to drive on a Silver Ghost, excellent 
credentials from which to appraise 1921 Silver Ghost, 14PK. 

A Tribute to Martin Bennett - Editor 1984-2004 

An interview by your new Editor and tributes from Federal 
Presidents. 

Arnold of Manchester - Coachbuilder 

Tom Clarke reviews the work of this northern England 
coachbuilding firm in the series ‘Glimpses into the Past’. 

2004 Centenary World Tour — United Kingdom 

David Bailie reports on this part of the Centenary celebrations. 
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leviathans, a Phantom V, with BMW’ interpretation of the 


marque, the Phantom. 
2004 Queensland Branch Concours d’Elegance 
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Views expressed in PRAECLARUM are those of the individual writers 


Club Website: www.rroc.org.au | 


Front Cover Pictures: 

The Riviera Car, 1923 Silver Ghost, 14PK, a Barker Tourer is shown here at Sydney’s 
Palm Beach during a road test by Club member and motoring journalist, David Berthon. 
Photograph by the Editor; Arnold of Manchester is the subject of Tom Clarke’s latest 
contribution to the series ‘Glimpses into the Past’. This advertisement which appeared 
in The Motorist, April 1926, shows a 1926 Bentley 3-litre saloon with ducktail rear. 
Tom Clarke notes it is probably chassis 1170 of February 1926; and, after twenty years 
Martin Bennett has retired as Editor and we pay tribute to his magnificent contribution. 
Photograph courtesy of Martin Bennett at the request of the Editor. 


| Deadline for the October 2004 issue is 15 September 2004 | 


The Rolls-Royce badge is a trademark of Rolls-Royce ple and is used by the Club under licence from Rolls-Royce plc, Derby England. 
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The Steering Column - from the Editor 


Welcome 


This issue could, in Rolls-Royce 
parlance, be described as 9EX — the first 
experimental edition in more than twenty 
years, and the ninth change of Editor or 
Editorial Committee since the first edition 
in Spring 1960. 

In early 2003 when Fred 
Haughtey was Federal President, he asked 
if I would be interested in becoming the 
Editor as Martin Bennett had indicated 
his wish to hand over the reins. Well, yes, 
honoured in fact, but any new venture 
would have to wait because at that time 
I was still wandering around the archives 
searching out the history of the Club. As 
Martin Bennett wanted to complete his 
twenty years as Editor in 2004 the timing 
looked as if it might be about right. In 
fact soon after this issue appears the book 
on the Club history, Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley in the Rear-View Mirror, will be 
launched. 

When writing the history of the 
Club I attempted to pay tribute to those 
who have contributed in a variety of ways 
over the years and regarding Editors, the 
honours go to: New South Wales Branch 
— Adrian Garrett, 1960-64; Victoria 
Branch — Editorial Committees including 
David Owen, Fred Robinson, Victor 
Caulfield, Brian Healey, David Jones, Jim 


Kelso and Leighton West, 1964-67; South 
Australian Branch — Editorial Committee 
including Charles Wright, David Vinall 
and James Thomson, 1967-69; Western 
Australia Branch — Editorial Committee 
including Tom Clarke, Vin Warrener, 
Paul Rigby and Andrew Brownell, 1970- 
72: Queensland Branch — David McPhee, 
1974; then individuals, Bill Coburn, 
1974-80; St John Herbert, 1980-83; and, 
Martin Bennett, 1984-2004. An interview 
with Martin Bennett and tributes to him 
are included in this issue. 


Current Models 


The motoring columns of The Sydney 
Morning Herald in July, | noticed for the 
first time, carried both advertisements 
by Trivett Classic for the Rolls-Royce 
Phantom and by Bentley Sydney for the 
Bentley Continental GT. Recently Chris 
Ikin, Service Director at Bentley Sydney 
gave me a test drive of the Continental GT 
- breathtakingly fabulous. We are fortunate 
as a car Club that new Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars are being produced after one 
hundred years in the case of Rolls-Royce, 
and for Bentley over eighty years later. 
Those at the 2003 York Federal Rally 
had their first glimpse of the Phantom. 
But it was at the 2004 PRA:CLARVM 
Federal Rally that both the Rolls-Royce 


Bentleys from three eras at Flemington Racecourse during the 2004 PRA;CLARVM Federal 
Rally. W O Bentley built the 1925 3-litre Tourer, 1054, on the right. Rolls-Royce acquired 
Bentley in 1931 and built the 1954 R-type Continental, BC30D, in the centre. And the 
Volkswagen group acquired Bentley in 1998 and built the 2004 Continental GT, BE420060, 
on the left. Each with its own character and charisma, and all superb. Photograph by the 
Editor. 


Max Houston’ newly restored 1921 Silver 
Ghost, 76JG, drew admiring looks at the 
George Sevenoaks Memorial Run on 30 
May 2004, an event shared by the NSW 
Branch with the Veteran Car Club and the 
Vintage Sports Car Club. Photograph by 
David Berthon. 


Phantom and the Bentley Continental GT 
were represented. They added a vibrant, 
contemporary touch to the magnificent 
line up of long cherished and familiar 
models at Flemington Racecourse. 

On the way home from the Federal 
Rally we spotted the Phantom at 
Domaine Chandon in the Yarra Valley. It 
seemed it was on a road test for Motor 
magazine and the article appeared in the 
June 2004 edition. Their verdict? ‘As a 
statement, it is unarguable; as transport, 
unequalled; and as a car, both in driving 
and practicality, it still has its quirks. 
BMW has, indeed, studied its history 
well.’ For Jeanne Eve’s impressions of the 
Phantom see her article in this issue and 
for a preview of an intriguing account of 
how it all came about see David Marshall- 
Martin’s review of Kidnap of the Flying 
Lady. This review was first published in 
the NSW Branch newsletter London & 
Derby. 


100EX 


David Bailie reports in this issue on the 
2004 Centenary World Tour in the UK 
and that the experimental concept car, 
100EX, was the ‘star exhibit’ during 
their visit to the Rolls-Royce factory at 
Goodwood. An article from The Daily 
Telegraph (UK) of 26 June 2004, sent by 
Tom Clarke, describes a world exclusive 
when they were given access to [OOEX 
at the Goodwood Motor Circuit. The 
company’s chief designer, Ian Cameron, 
was quoted as saying, “Having placed a 
stake in the ground with the Phantom, the 
100EX not only celebrates 100 years of 
Rolls-Royce, but is also an opportunity 
to move things on a bit. It’s the mindset 


3-04 4329 
Events Calendar 
Overseas 
24-30 Jul 2005 RROC Annual Meet. Greenwich. Connecticut RROC. Inc. +1-717-697-4671 
Federal 
30 Mar-4 Apr 2005 Federal Rally. Canberra Alastair Kinloch 02-6295-9017 
24-30 Mar 2005 Overlander to Federal Rally Robyn Henderson 02-9542-8401 
Australian Capital Territory Branch 
Rolls-Royce 100EX Centenary Experimental 1 Sep Annual General Meeting Martin Bennett 02-4829-7140 
Car. Photograph courtesy of Rolls-Royce 17-19 Sep Weekend Rally Alastair Kinloch 02-6295-9017 
Motor Cars Lid. 29-31 Oct 2004 Bush Bash with NSW Branch John Begg 02-9580-1666 
of experimentation and those little design Dep So UE ales Biapel) 
clues show that everything is ticking 4 Sep Technical Session - General and V8 engine John Aiosa 02-9449-1485 
away in the company”. Powered by a 9- 15 Sep General Meeting David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
litre V16 engine, the Rolls-Royce engine 24 Sep Annual Awards Dinner Patty Aiosa 02-9449-1485 
with four more pots, I liked the comment, 15 Sep General Meeting David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
“If you smile when you have a go in the 10 Oct R-R Centenary Display- Sydney Motor Show Robyn Henderson 02-9542-8401 
Phantom, you'll laugh when you drive 20 Oct General Meeting David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
this”. 29-31 Oct 2004 Bush Bash with Interstate Members John Begg 02-9580-1666 
James C Kelso OAM 26 Jan 2005 NRMA Motorfest David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
Queensland Branch 

Warm congratulations to Jim Kelso, who 5 Sep Rocklea Rotary Display and Swap Dean Prangley 07-3378-6893 
received his award for ‘Motor sport, 13 Sep Annual General Meeting Wallace Moorhouse 07-3366-5043 
vintage car and educational organisations’ 19 Sep All British Day Wallace Moorhouse 07-3366-5043 
in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List on 10 Oct Tram Museum Visit and Picnic Lunch John Wright 07-3263-1767 
14 June 2004. His contribution to the 29-31 Oct 2004 Bush Bash with NSW Branch John Begg 02-9580-1666 
Club has been equally distinguished. In 5 Dec Annual Christmas Luncheon John Wright 07-3263-1767 
addition to his editorial contribution to ; 
this journal mentioned earlier, Jim Kelso peiy sustraliay Brageh 
was President of the Victoria Branch bay Rupend each Ray cate Prey 140 
1962-64, Federal President 1966-67 and 16-17 Oct Weekend Trip - Riverland Henry Slater 08-8333-3761 
again 1981-83 and Chief Judge for many 14 Noy Run and Lunch Ray Zeffert 08-8258-3370 
years. He was made an Honorary Life 5 Dec Christmas Picnic, Carrick Hill Keith van der Pennen 08-8383-0393 
Member of the Club in 1977 and has Victoria Branch 
been a Trustee of the Sir Henry Royce 9 Sep Annual General Meeting Louise Matthews 03-9792-3498 
Foundation since its Ine PHO att 1996. 19 Sep Concours d’Elegance, Moorabbin Airport Neil Matthews 03-9792-3498 
Lanai 14 Oct Sir Henry Royce Foundation - Trophy Presentation Louise Matthews 03-9792-3498 

16-17 Oct Weekend in Winchelsea Eric Henderson 03-9885-9938 
Look out for a new book Lemon! 60 21 Nov RACV Wings and Wheels - Lilydale Airport Eric Henderson 03-9885-9938 
heroic failures of motoring by Tony Davis Western Australia Branch 
(published by Bantam, 2004). Wonderful 29 Aug R-R Body Club Walk Lynette Whyte 08-9257-1315 
automotive humour, but could there be a 29 Aug Men’s and Women’s Technical Session Frits Verbunt 08-9374-0200 
Rolls-Royce among this motoring ‘Hall 11 Sep OliverMiielnilEventie Frits Verbunt 08-9374-0200 
of Shame’? I shall leave that for you to 2-4 Oct Weekend Run to Bullsbrook and New Norcia Frits Verbunt 08-9374-0200 
SnEHEE Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn and Bentley MkVI, R-type Register 

David Neely 1-4 Oct Dawn Patrol II, Beechworth John Harriman 03-9598-6702 
Silver Spirit, Bentley Mulsanne and Derivatives Register 
28-29 Aug “SMART” Weekend, Wagga Wagga Anthony Kierce 03-5331-5025 


Left: Proudly proclaiming 100 years of Rolls & Royce, 1926 20 hp, GYKS82, is now campaigned 
with verve by NSW Branch members, John Matheson and Jeanne Eve. Shown here in the New 
South Wales Branch display at the Sydney MotorEx (see further photographs on the next page) in 
July 2004. The exhibition was extremely well received by the public and one visitor to the display 
recalled the car in Victoria when it was owned in the 1960s by Victoria Branch members John 
and Melva Sproule, who drove it to Coffs Harbour for the rally which saw the inauguration of the 
Queensland Branch in June 1969. Photograph by the Editor. . 
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From the Federal President 


New Editor 


I would like to warmly welcome David 
Neely as our new Editor of Praeclarum and 
wish him every success. David has been 
an active Club member for many years, 
and owned a number of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars. David is now an author and 
active Club historian having co-authored the 
impressive ‘Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the 
Sunburnt Country’ with Tom Clarke. David 
is currently completing his new book on the 
history of our Club. 


Silver Ghosts at Palm Beach 


History does repeat itself. In March 1981 on 
a busy Sunday summer’s day Laurie Ogle 
showed me the intricacies of driving an old 
car when he came with me on the first run of 
my Silver Ghost 12HG between Manly and 
Whale Beach, next to Palm Beach. Now in 
2004 Laurie travelled the same route in his 
Silver Ghost 14PK, a photograph of which 
is on the front of this issue of Praeclarum. 
An article about Laurie’s car also appears in 
this magazine. 


Club News 


I am astounded by the level of use of our 
Club’s website. Last month we had 130,000 
hits, which to me is phenomenal. There is 
something on our website for everybody, 
from membership forms for prospective 
members, to on-line technical discussions, 
requests for information etc. and all manner 
of interesting material. All this happens with 
the help of Club members behind the scene. 
There is constant monitoring and upgrading 
of this activity and I would like to thank 
those involved. I commend this site for your 
use and viewing. 


Below left, the NSW Branch has produced this wonderful 16-page magazine which 
reproduces, with the kind permission of Australian Classic Car, articles from their / 
May 2004 edition, which featured 100 Years of Rolls-Royce. It contains a well 
written and superbly illustrated history of Rolls-Royce from the 1904 Royce car to the jl. 

_ 2004 Phantom, coverage of the 2004 Centenary 
Celebrations 
Concours d’Elegance at Flemington, an item on 
a 1973 Silver Shadow and a brief introduction to 
the Club. Complimentary copies were given to 
members of the public at the Sydney MotorEx 
in July and will be available at further public 
displays marking the Centenary during 2004. 
Production costs were generously assisted 
sponsorship from NRMA _ Veteran 
Vintage and Classic Vehicle Insurance. Right, 
/ NSW Branch cars on display at MotorEx, 
which was a huge success. 
came up, not only to admire and learn more about 
the cars, but also to enquire about Club activities. 


with 


This complimentary meyaziva bas been 
supplied oourtasy of 
‘The Rote Noyce Genera Ciub of Australia 
{Mew fouth Wales Branch) ino. 
wrena.rres.ong.mu 


reEEErTu A = ~~ Photographs by the Editor. 


Before the Federal Council meeting next 
year a number of submissions are required 
on some very important issues. The topics 
being looked at are the criteria for Honorary 
Life Membership, updating Federal Judging 
categories, and a proposal for a Club 
headquarters. There are sub-committees 
working diligently on submissions on these 


Our Federal President, Bryan Inder, at the podium 
on 4 May 2004 at the NSW Branch celebration of 
the famous meeting between Rolls and Royce. 
Photograph by the Editor. 


topics to put to Federal Council next year, 
and input, preferably before December, 
from interested Club members can be sent 
to me now to be forwarded to the relevant 
sub-committees. 

I do appeal to all Club members to at all 
times work in the best interests of our Club. 


featuring the Federal Rally 


Many people 


All positions are filled by volunteers who 
give up much valuable personal time to 
work on your behalf. The Club is incredibly 
lucky to have great persons in all varied 
positions in all Branches working hard and 
I would like to think all members are fully 
supportive of their hard work and effort. 


National Meet in Monterey 


Michele and I and a number of our members 
are off to the United States of America 
in August, to firstly attend the famous 
Pebble Beach Concours this year especially 
featuring Rolls-Royce vehicles, and then 
the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club Inc National 
Meet in Monterey. At this meet there is 
the choice of a huge range of technical 
seminars, cooking classes, many and varied 
driving and sightseeing tours and the option 
of a different register style group dinner 
each evening over the five nights. This is 
sadly the end of the Centennial World Tour 
and all the Clubs’ centenary celebrations. 


Bentley Lifestyle 


In the latest edition of the American 
automobile magazine ‘Automobile 
Quarterly’, Volume 44, Number 1, I read 
“The Bentley Boys skied in the Alps, sailed 
in the Mediterranean, went shooting in 
Scotland, cavorted together on the Riviera, 
and raced W O Bentley’s cars rather well. 
Their dusk-to-dawn parties in London were 
the talk of the town.” Sounds like great 
fun! On a good day do we get close to their 
lifestyle? They lived in four adjoining homes 
in Grosvenor Square, Mayfair, London, 
and depending on the party up to twelve 
Bentleys could be parked outside. 


Yours in motoring 
Bryan Inder 
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Laurie Ogle s 1923 Silver Ghost, 14PK, at Sydney's Palm Beach in May 2004. Ian Irwin noted about 14PK in 
Silver Ghosts of Australia and New Zealand Cameo Histories of the Post-War Cars that, “As a demonstrator 
model it was viewed and driven by potential clients among the rich and famous on the French holiday coast. As 
with most of the Riviera cars, it may have been driven by Sir Henry Royce, then in residence at La Mimosa, his 
villa near Le Canadel. Photograph by the Editor. 


By David Berthon (NSW) © 2004 


os 


Laurie Ogle invited David Berthon (pictured 
above with the car on which he learned to 
drive, 1910 Silver Ghost, 1492 - photograph 
by the Editor) to drive 14PK and assess the 
mechanical work that had been carried out 
on the chassis. Your Editor was very pleased 
to be invited to join them on a delightful 
drive along Sydney's northern beaches. 
David Berthon’s impressions are included 
here with some fascinating historical Rolls- 
Royce connections. 


TW he first time I set eyes on 14PK 
was in Queensland in June 1984. I 
was touring Sir Henry Segrave’s Golden 
Arrow from Britain’s National Motor 
Museum around Australia and the striking 
1930 record breaker was to be a feature 
exhibit at Gilltraps Yesteryear World, by 
then part of the Dreamworld complex at 
Coomera on the Gold Coast. 
Since 1959 Gilltraps Auto 
Museum had been our premier motoring 


Riviera Car 
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museum, founded by New Zealand 
enthusiast George Gilltrap and his family 
further down the coast at Kirra. The 
museum was perhaps best known for 
being home to ‘Genevieve’, a 1905 12hp 
Darracq and star of the delightful 1954 
Rank film by the same name. Genevieve, 
starring Kenneth More, John Gregson, 
Kay Kendall and Dinah Sheridan is 
very much recognised today as the 
catalyst that started the old car collection 
movement worldwide. George Gilltrap 
died of leukemia in 1966 and by 1984 
his interesting car collection had passed 
to his youngest son. George Jnr had 
always been captivated by the sleek and 
graceful lines of the Sir Henry Segrave’s 
1929 Golden Arrow and had convinced 
Dreamworld that it would be a worthy 
draw card over two months. 

As I walked into the Museum 
workshop that June afternoon he was 
working on a very smart Rolls-Royce 40/ 
50 hp tourer. The superbly original Silver 
Ghost was unusual by the exposed “boat 
deck” nature of its Barker body at the rear 


- the light blue over dark blue tourer in the 
final throes of a major restoration. 

Some time later in August 
1989 at the disposal auction of Gilltraps 
Yesteryear World, I had been asked by 
Lord Montagu of Beaulieu to bid for 
‘Genevieve’ on behalf of the National 
Motor Museum of Great Britain. Despite 
a generous donation by the Rank 
Organisation to assist its return to the 
UK it soon became obvious that a bidder 
from Perth was determined to keep it in 
Australia. That bidder would turn out 
to be RROC member Paul Terry, so 
tragically killed some years later in a 
helicopter crash in Hawaii. For the record 
‘Genevieve’ eventually left Australia and 
now resides in the Dutch National Motor 
Museum, reunited with the 1905 Spyker, 
its co-star in the classic film. But that’s 
another story. 

By chance the next catalogue 
item at the Gilltrap auction just happened 


At Gilltraps Auto Museum at Coolangatta 
in the 1960s 14PK was black with grey 
upholstery before being re-painted light 
blue over dark blue. Photograph from NSW 
Branch Register. 
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to be the 1923 Barker-bodied 
Silver Ghost 14PK and I waited 
on the phone to hear it get 
knocked down to a Melbourne 
bidder for a healthy sum. 

Fast forward eleven 
years to 2000 and at the disposal 
auction of Melbourne collector, 
Julian Sterling, I once again 
came face to face with 14PK. 
By now this very original Ghost 
had been repainted and trimmed 
as per its original delivery 
specification — “yellow on the 
sides with black wings and 
wheels, the deck and top leaves 
of the bonnet in polished aluminium, the 
upholstery, red antique grain cowhide 
leather.” Subsequently knocked down 
to an overseas dealer I was somewhat 
disappointed that this superb original and 
unusual Ghost had not stayed in Australia. 
However, by good fortune it was soon 
acquired by Laurie Ogle in Sydney, a 
long-time Rolls-Royce (Phantom 1 Skiff 
102SC) and Vauxhall enthusiast who had 
been searching for a Ghost tourer for 
some time. 

Whilst 14 PK was in outstanding 
cosmetic condition it was soon obvious 
that it needed some re-commissioning 
work and Melbourne restorer Nick 
Simms was entrusted with the job before 
it was driven back to Sydney. 

Most 40/50 hp Silver Ghosts 
have a fascinating history and 14PK is no 
different — off test on 22 September 1923 
this short-wheelbase nickel finish chassis 
with ‘D’ steering, 14/52 rear axle ratio and 
33x5 straight sided tyres was delivered to 
Barker and Co (Coachbuilders) Ltd. on 
5 October. Special coachbuilder requests 
included an aluminium instrument board, 
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The original paint, polished surfaces and trim specifications have 
been re-instated. Photographs by David Berthon. 


Barker dipping headlight brackets, side 
flaps to the front screen and a metal box 
in the valance for the Lucas hydraulic 
jack. 

I always felt 14PK had a 
somewhat taller stance than most 
Ghosts and a browse of the chassis cards 
confirms the request for a one-inch taller 
radiator, bonnet and dashboard and the 
step-irons for the running boards to be 
“three-inches higher than normal”. One 
suspects the higher side clearance was 
more to do with its intended location. And 
perhaps what makes 14PK so interesting 
is the fact it had to be thoroughly tuned 
for demonstration work on the Riviera. 
Obviously, the roads in the South of 
France and Italy at this time were far 
worse than anything in the UK. 

The chassis cards clearly define 
14PK as the Riviera Car and four days 
after its dispatch from Barker’s on the 
10 January, 1924 it was delivered to 
Folkestone for the 11.15am service to 
Boulogne. The Automobile Association 
Triptique for the journey was made out 
to Arthur Marcus Hanbury of Chelsea. 


Left: It is always a delight to see an original fitting and its contemporary documentation. Just 
visible under the dash on the left is a parcel tray as specified in the chassis cards, ‘Tray under 
Scuttle on Nearside’. Also specified was ‘Aluminium Instrument Board’. Right: The polished 
aluminium tonneau between the front and back seats conveniently swings open. Photographs 


by the Editor. 


Hanbury, based at the Rolls-Royce 
London headquarters and showroom in 
Conduit Street, headed up the inspecting 
engineers and complaints department. 

Of real interest here is the fact 
that some 16 years earlier, on 14 July 
1908, Hanbury, acting as a shareholder 
of the London Motor Cab Co, had taken 
delivery of the famous Silver Ghost, 
chassis 60551. However, less than three 
months later he was to pass it on to his 
cousin, Daniel Hanbury, who would also 
campaign 60551 regularly to his villa on 
the Italian Riviera. Thankfully, his family 
would eventually part exchange this 
magnificent car with the factory in 1948. 

As far as 14PK is concerned 
there seems little doubt that it spent 
some time at Henry Royce’s Villa, La 
Mimosa near Le Canadel during the first 
three months of 1924. I am indebted 
to Peter Baines from the Rolls-Royce 
Enthusiasts’ Club for searching for more 
information on this interesting factory 
trials and demonstrator car. 

The chassis series is particularly 
significant — the day before 14PK came 
off test, 21 September 1923, the very 
first New Phantom  overhead-valve 
engine ran on the test bench. It is also 
obvious that the 40/50 hp’s supremacy 
at this time was under threat from more 
meee MOdern competitors and the 
saves, design department was under 
jconsiderable pressure to 


Pca produce a four-wheel brake 


_ package. The first of a number 
of experimental four-wheel 
brake 40/S5Ohp chassis to be 
fitted with this new engine 
was 46PK and with Hooper 
tourer coachwork it was run 
“Son the road for the first time 
on 10 December 1923. Rolls- 
Royce had announced the 
introduction of four-wheel 
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brakes to the public on 1 
November, 1923 but it was not 
until 25 November a year later 
that they would be fitted to a 
production 40/50 hp chassis. * 
The company had also begun | 
offering prospective clients ° 
the opportunity to send their ® 
cars back to the works to have 
front brakes retro fitted as 
soon as they became available, 
a move said to have cost them 
around £50,000. 

Towards the end of 
1923 Royce had asked for 
a standard 40/50 hp chassis 
to be delivered to him at Le Canadel 
fitted with the new OHV engine and the 
experimental front wheel brakes. Ernest 
Hives, the Head of the Experimental 
Department, duly recommended to Percy 
Northey, the chief test driver, that he take 
46PK to Le Canadel for Royce to test. 
After several engine changes 46PK was 
delivered to the Rolls-Royce depot at 
Cannes on 8 February, 1924 - following 
servicing and minor adjustments it was 
taken to Le Canadel on 14 February 
where Royce drove it for twenty miles 
and was satisfied with it performance. 

One suspects that as 14PK was 
being demonstrated to clients in the same 
area that these two interesting cars would 
have crossed paths in the early months 
of 1924 at Royce’s Villa. According to 
Peter Baines there was another car at Le 
Canadel being used as a demonstrator 
at the time and it could well have been 
14PK. It is also well documented 46PK 
remained in the area for three weeks - the 
experimental New Phantom interestingly 
tested for performance against Lord 
Cholmondley’s Hispano Suiza, which was 
located in Monte Carlo. It arrived back in 
Derby mid-March after covering around 
4,000 miles and was then delivered to 
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David Berthom at the wheel of 14PK was 
very favourably impressed with this fine 
example of a late series 40/50 hp Silver 
Ghost. Photograph by the Editor. 


Royce at West Wittering in the May for 
his personal use. Later it would be used 
for the development of the new exhaust 
system and other modifications for the 
new car. 

Thankfully, this developmental 
chassis has survived - converted to an 
ambulance in 1940 and then laid up in 
1948 in the west of England for over 
for nearly 54 years. It was purchased at 
auction in 2002 and is currently under 
restoration. 

The first indication perhaps of 
14PK arriving back in the U K is a service 
note on a chassis card dated 19 June — at 
the London repair depot in Cricklewood 
Lane “to fit new thermometer”. Two 
months later it was back for an “engine 
clean and adjustments” and a “new short 
gear lever” and in early January, 1925 
was back again to “fit a new steering nut”. 
Of significance is its return to the works 
at Derby later in May for the retro-fitment 
of front-wheel brakes. One suspects that 
its life as a Trials or Demonstrator model 
had ended quite some time before as the 


new Phantom was announced 
i for sale the same month. 
: In addition to the 
brakes the opportunity was 
taken to fit larger balloon 
tyres to the rear wheels and 
one spare and accordingly, 
alterations were carried out 
at Barker’s to the spare wheel 
carrier bracket and wheel 
well on one side. Back at the 
repair depot in early October 
1925 “to remedy a rattle in 
the engine” its whereabouts 
are then uncertain until its 
sale on 29 March 1926 to 
Geoffrey Hawkes of 8 Denman Street, 
London — for £1,250 “as it stands with 
open body, on high pressure tyres and 
accessories as fitted — the whole in 
secondhand condition.” 

Hawkes obviously used the car 
extensively for it was regularly at the 
depot for repairs and adjustments with 
the last recorded entry on 2 January, 1935. 
Shortly after it is believed to have been 
shipped to a new owner in Australia, Mr 
George Merivale in Canberra. 

Around 1950 it was purchased 
by George Sevenoaks in Sydney who 
quickly passed it on to Harold Anderson 
in Gunnedah, later sold to Mr Griffith in 
Jamworth and then to Mrs Kennedy in 
Newcastle from whom George Gilltrap 
purchased it in 1962. At this time it 
sported black paintwork and grey leather 
upholstery and its black hood featured red 
trim. 

Following 14PK’s arrival in 
Sydney in 2000 its first few outings were 
filled with drama — en-route to the 20- 
Ghost Club rally in Wangaratta in January 
2001 it developed a noise in the clutch at 
Tarcutta and it was decided to return the 
car to Sydney for repairs. In a trap for 
the unwary, as the flat top transporter 


After the rigours of touring Sydney ’s northern beaches on a sun-drenched late Autum morning a welcome respite was luckily at hand with an ice- 
cold light beer and a delicious lunch. Laurie Ogle on the left and David Berthon on the right in the front seats of both 14PK and the restaurant. 


cruised back to Sydney at over 100kms/ 
hour the hood detached itself from 
the windscreen pillars and was badly 
damaged. Repaired in time for the Federal 
Rally in Mt Gambier later that year the 
car was shipped to Melbourne by rail, to 
be then driven across Victoria. However, 
misadventure would once again intervene 
and 30 kilometres west of Geelong at a 
very comfortable speed it ran a big-end 
bearing. 

At this point Laurie Ogle decided 
he needed to know more about its internal 
condition and decided to undertake a full 
engine rebuild — the work entrusted to 
Ford and Sons in Stanthorpe, Queensland. 
Highly regarded, they had fully restored 
his 23/60 and 30/98 Vauxhall to concours 
winning standard and were restoring three 
vintage 40/50 models. As well as the 
major engine rebuild considerable other 
chassis work was undertaken including a 
new radiator core and fitment of a taller 
17/52 Hoffmans of Henley crown wheel 
and pinion. 

I was re-acquainted with this 
superb late-series Ghost on the way to the 
Praeclarum Rally Concours d’Elegance 
at Flemington racecourse in March. The 
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car had performed very well on its way 
down to Melbourne but Laurie wanted 
to get my thoughts on its four-wheel 
brakes, which had been plagued by low 
speed squeal. I had suggested the fitment 
of steel straps on the front drums which 
I found very successful on my 1924 
Hooper Limousine Landaulet 125AU.The 
unfinned front drums on late Ghosts do 
not dissipate heat well, become thin with 
age and distort under the power of the 
servo assistance and tend to resonate with 
a high pitch squeal. One suspects this was 
a bugbear with these cars even when they 
were new and despite the fitment of the 
softest linings I found them impossible 
to quieten. 

Interestingly, whilst on the 
subject, the week after I took 14PK for an 
extensive drive I was behind the wheel of 
Sydney RROC member Jorge Fernandez’s 
Hispano-Suiza H6B tourer. Originally 
purchased by the King of Spain this 
freshly restored tourer will be competing 
at Pebble Beach concours in California 
on August 15 2004. It is quite clear why 
Henry Royce was so concerned about the 
performance of his four-wheel brakes 
against those on the French-developed 


1923 Silver Ghost, 14PK, at Palm Beach. Photograph by David Berthon. 


the Editor. 
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The motor of 14PK originally received special 
attention as the entry on the chassis cards (see 
below), dated 21.8.23, indicates ‘Chassis to be 
throughly tuned up for demonstration work on 
Reviera’. Apart from the spelling, it raises an 
interesting question about the standard of tuning 
for chassis destined for more mundane work in 
less exotic locations! Chassis cards extracts in this 
article are courtesy of Laurie Ogle. Photograph by 
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H6B. The wider and larger front drums on 
the Hispano were designed for maximum 
cooling and feature a finned aluminium 
outer shell over a steel liner. Along with 
what seems like lighter servo-assistance 
they feel more progressive in application 
to their Rolls-Royce equivalents with less 
fade. 

Certainly the fitment of straps 
on 14PK has made a world of difference 
and having driven a lot of Ghosts; nothing 
comes close to a late-series four-wheel 
brake model for driving in and around 
moder traffic. Maybe its his sense of 
humor but Laurie had asked me to drive 
14PK back to the Crown Promenade 
hotel through Melbourne’s heavy Sunday 
afternoon traffic and with an relatively 
slow-acting clutch brake and a fast idle 
getting a clean change was not an easy 
feat. 

However back in Sydney after 
David Ford had performed considerable 
adjustment to the carburetor and clutch 
brake it was a delight to drive perhaps the 
epitome of a Silver Ghost. The fitment of 
the taller final drive ratio has really given 
this car a new lease of life on the open 
road. Obviously its lugging qualities in 
fourth gear have suffered but not to the 
extent I expected. There are those of 
course that argue it is better to fit an 
overdrive unit but from this experience 
it seems more in keeping with the period 
to simply adjust the rear axle ratio. Given 
the nature of our roads today the 17/52 
ratio seems a sensible fitment especially 
if you like the longer touring events. 
Importantly, the car still retains the 
effortless flexibility around town, which 
is such a feature of this superb model. 

Without doubt, 14PK is one of 
the finest examples of the late series 40/ 
50hp Silver Ghost in the world today. 
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Martin Bennett puts the final touches to his last issue of PRA;CLARVM, which is displayed on the computer screen. When 
he started in 1984 the method of producing the journal was very different. Photograph by your new Editor. 


A Tribute to Martin Bennett - Editor 1984-2004 


By David Neely - New Editor 


Martin Bennett kindly agreed to talk 
about his years as Editor and I spoke with 
him in May 2004, on the eve of his last 
edition of PRACLARVM, Issue Number 
3-04, June 2004. 


DN: Martin, Club members know you 
well as the Editor, but can you please tell 
us something of your background? 

MB: Yes. At the time of arriving in 
Australia from England in 1962 at the 
age of 13 with my brothers and parents, 
my main interest in life was trains and 
railways. This still holds true, and I have 
worked in the rail industry for most of 
my working life. I have the happiness 
to be married to Manuela, and have two 
grown sons. 

DN: When and how did your interest in 
Rolls-Royce begin? 

MB: It was about 1964, in Geelong, 
Victoria, and I was waiting at a bus-stop 
when a magnificent silver-and-blue Silver 
Wraith swept silently by. It sort of left me 
all starry-eyed. This car I soon learned 
was WGC3, a 1949 model with H J 
Mulliner coachwork. Though I certainly 
must have seen Rolls-Royce cars before 
then, this one had a strange effect on me 


- one with which I have no doubt most of 
us are familiar! I was lost to the allure of 
Rolls-Royce. I immediately sought out a 
book and The Rolls-Royce Motor Car by 
Bird and Hallows was relatively new at 
the time in the local book shop, which 
turned out to be owned by the owner of 
the Silver Wraith! The Rolls-Royce Motor 
Car was priced at £8-15-6, so I paid the 
book off over a period of several months 
and I still have it — very dog-eared. My 
interest in the cars just grew from that 
first sighting of a Rolls-Royce. 

DN: You joined the Victoria Branch 
of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of 
Australia in 1967. How did you come to 
hear of the Club? 

MB: | met Val Stocks who was a Victoria 
Branch member and an owner of several 
Silver Ghosts at the time. He lived near 
Geelong and he introduced me to the Club 
and I joined as an Associate Member. 
DN: Not long after you joined you wrote 
an article in the December 1967 issue 
of the Victoria Branch Newsletter about 
a two-day rally to Lorne noting there 
were more Bentleys than Rolls-Royce 
cars on the rally and added a question, 
“Why, therefore, should Bentley-owning 
members be under-privileged under the 


Federal Constitution?”. Can you recall 
your reactions around that time when 
Bentley owners were restricted to 
associate membership status? 

MB: Well I do remember thinking it 
was a bit silly, and felt a bit cheated 
when my acquisition of a Bentley car left 
my membership status unchanged as an 
Associate Member. But there were strong 
arguments on both sides of what seemed 
to have been a long-running debate. Both 
marques were, of course, made by the 
same Company, by the same people, on 
the same build lines, in the same factory. 
I regret the past tense ‘were’ very much 
indeed, now that only the Bentley is made 
by that Company. 

DN: Can we hear about some of the cars 
you have owned? 

MB: Yes, the first car was B89TO a 
black 1953 Bentley R-type with a manual 
gearbox, which was a lot of fun — I 
enjoyed it and wish I still owned it. That 
was followed by another Bentley which 
by complete co-incidence had the same 
first three digits of the chassis number 
— B89FU, a 1950 Bentley Mk VI, which I 
bought in the UK and used over there for 
a while. The next car was something I had 
long wanted to own which was a 1956 


Bentley S1, B135BC, which 
I thought was the ultimate 
car at the time. I bought that 
car in London and used it 
in the UK for a few months § 
before bringing it back to 
Victoria. I don’t know the 
present whereabouts of that 
car although I have heard that 
it is in South Australia. I really 
did think the Clouds and the 
Sls were the ultimate cars 
at that time and [ still think 
very highly of them. I have 
owned two others since then 
including my present James 
Young car. The car, which I 
have owned the longest, is 
my 1966 Bentley T, SBH1563, 
which I have owned since the beginning 
of 1988. The Silver Wraith, WHD101, 
which I currently own, and will always 
own, was bought because it is the exact 
same car as the one that first caught 
my attention, which was WGC3. My 
car and the Geelong car, which caught 
my attention at the bus-stop, are two of 
the three cars, which were delivered in 
Victoria with that body style and with 
the catalogue colour scheme of silver 
over dark blue. The other one is now 
in Japan. And then of course there is 
B488AN which is the 1956 Bentley S1, 
which is a very interesting car, James 
Young coachwork, very interesting 
early history, which I'll write up for 
PRA-CLARVM one of these days. 
DN: Your first book was Rolls-Royce: 
The History of the Car, published in 
1973. How did that come about? 
MB: That was very interesting. There 
were not very many Rolls-Royce books 
at the time. There was The Rolls-Royce 
Motor Car by Bird and Hallows, which 
was a luxury book with a very high 
price-tag in the context of the period and 
the other book I recall was typeset on a 
typewriter and was at the opposite end 
of the scale and was very cheap and only 
provided a very basic overview of the 
cars. So there wasn’t much to buy in the 
way of Rolls-Royce books and I thought 
there needed to be a book which wasn’t 
going to be a luxury and expensive book 
like the Bird and Hallows one and on the 
other hand not something at the opposite 
end of the scale. Something that people 
could afford to buy and get a reasonable 


Manuela and 
on 3 October 1970 with 1953 Bentley R-type, B89TO. The aquisition 
of this car left Martin Bennett's membership status as an Associate 
unchanged. Courtesy of the Victoria Branch, Photographer F J 
Engish. 


Martin Bennett on a Victoria Branch event at Dandenong 


overview of Rolls-Royce car history. So 
I wrote to a publisher, who I had been 
buying railway books from, to see if he’d 
be interested in branching out into car 
books and it turned out that he was. That 
was Oxford Illustrated Press. Interestingly 
there was a separate American edition of 
that book which was published by Arco 
in New York. 

DN: The next book came in 1995. 

MB: Yes, that’s the big one, Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley: the Crewe years. 
I felt the post-war period was largely 
neglected. There was a book or two on 
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the coachwork of the post-war 
cars and there was a very good 
book, Johnnie Green’s book, on 
the post-war Bentleys, but there 
wasn’t an awful lot on the post- 
war car in general. So I set out 
to rectify that. It’s been a huge 
success sales-wise. Most Rolls- 
Royce books don’t sell very many 
and almost none of them ever get 
re-printed whereas this one has 
been re-printed several times, had 
a second edition and may go into 
a third edition soon. According to 
the publisher, it’s the second best 
selling Rolls-Royce book ever 
published. The best is the Bird 
and Hallows book, but that has a 
more than thirty years head start! 
DN: What was the next book? 
MB: It was Rolls-Royce and Bentley: the 
history of the cars which was a book by 
the same publisher as the Crewe years 
book, at their request. They wanted to 
re-issue the original 1973 book but I told 
them it wasn’t suitable for this day and 
age and it would have to be completely 
revised. So I agreed to do that and they 
agreed to publish it. 
DN: Then come to 
Continental, Corniche and Azure. 
MB: Yes, | have always been an admirer 
of Bentley Continentals and there had 
never been a book devoted to that model. 
The Bentley Corniche and Bentley 
Azure came into it because I regarded 
those models as essentially Bentley 
Continentals in any case. The Bentley 
version of the Corniche I think should 
have been called the Continental right 
from the start but it wasn’t. They 
called it the Continental later on, 
after 1983, but it should have been 
called the Continental right from 
the start in my opinion. The Bentley 
Azure was originally going to be 
called The Bentley Continental 
R Convertible and it was only 
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it the name Azure. So that car is 
definitely a Bentley Continental 
and that is why it is included in 
the book. There has been a lot 
of misinformation bandied about 
on Bentley Continentals over the 
years and I wanted to publish a 
good straight-forward record. 
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DN: Interest in Bentley leads on, am I 
right in thinking, to your involvement 
with some others in the latest book, 
Bentley: fifty years of the Marque? 

MB: Yes, I was approached by Dalton 
Watson with the proposal that the Johnnie 
Green book be re-issued and what did I 
think of that being done? I replied that 
I thought it should be published the 
same as it originally was with the same 
pictures, nothing changed but some of 
the information in the picture captions 
could do with overhauling in the light 
of the more complete information that 
we have nowadays. I was consulted on 
that for the post-war cars, Bernard King 
was consulted on the Derby Bentleys and 
Peter Hageman was consulted on the WO 
Bentleys and between the three of us we 
revised the picture captions and the other 
text and the pictures and their positioning 
stayed the same. 

DN: Do you have a favourite era of Rolls- 
Royce? 

MB: Yes, I do. I love the early post- 
war cars from 1946 to the mid 1960s. 
It must be something to do with that 
Silver Wraith! I love John Blatchley’s 
designs, and have a particular interest 
in the coachbuilding trade of the period 
and the cars, which it produced, with a 
special interest in H J Mulliner and James 
Young. As the owner of one of each of 
those coachbuilders’ products, as well as 
a Blatchley-designed car, I must count 
myself as having the good fortune to 
possess everything I could wish for. 

DN: And do you have a favourite era of 
Bentley different to that? 

MB: No, not really. 

DN: You joined the ACT Branch of the 
Club in 1983. What are some of your 
early memories of the Branch? 

MB: | joined the ACT Branch very 
soon after its inception, having recently 
moved from Victoria to Goulburn. It 
was the natural choice of Branches as 
Goulburn is much closer to Canberra than 
to Sydney. Manuela and I enjoy the ACT 
Branch’s atmosphere of camaraderie and 
‘closeness’. Nearly all members know 
each other and many are firm friends. In 
fact, I can think of about a dozen fellow 
members with whom we socialise outside 
of the Club/Rolls-Royce context and 
share other interests. Being far from 
professional help with our cars, necessity 
moved us to develop a system of mutual 
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help, which has benefited many members 
over the years. 

DN: Looking back over the years you 
have been involved in the Club, does any 
event stand out in your mind as being 
particularly special? 

MB: Yes, the run we did from Sydney, 
before they called them Overlanders, to 
Ballarat in 1992. It attracted an enormous 
number of cars and people, including some 
from overseas because we advertised 
it overseas. It was organised by Wendy 
Friezer, who was Federal Secretary at the 


Messages of Appreciation and Thanks 


Dear Martin, I would like to thank you 
most sincerely on behalf of the whole 
Club for a fantastic two decades as Editor 
of the Club magazine PR/ECLARVM. 
The magazine under your leadership 
has moved with the times, and is now 
sent to the members as the stunning 
colour editions six times each year. You 
have done a wonderful job for us over 
this period and I thank you for your 
enthusiasm and energy — Bryan Inder, 
Federal President. 


Dear Martin, you have taken a magazine 
for a car club from a simple publication 
to a magazine that has no peer, in Rolls- 
Royce circles, anywhere. It is now 
a publication that is highly regarded 
around the world .... Your interview 
with the legendary John Blatchley was 
one of particular interest to me .... Your 
working relationship with me during my 
three years as Federal President was 
most enjoyable and cordial and I was 
able to honestly refer to this in articles 
I wrote and speeches that I gave. I 
know previous Federal Presidents to me 
have also told me of the high regard in 
which they held you .... It would be 
harder to find a person who has made 
a greater contribution than you to the 
Club. Your efforts, as PRAESCLARVM 
Editor, will be appreciated for many 
years not only by the members today, but 
particularly by future members who will 
have the benefit of being able to read 
our library held magazines. And this has 
been reflected in you receiving that great 
honour of bemg a recipent of the Sir 
Henry Royce Foundation Trophy — David 
Vann, Federal President 1994-97. 


time, Eric Lang and myself. 

DN: Was that the Gold Rush Tour? 

MB: Yes, and that stands out in my mind 
above everything else. 

DN: Where did the idea come from? 
MB: The previous year the three of us 
were in Monterey in California for the 
American Club’s Annual Meet. They 
always had what they called ‘Wagon 
Trains’, which were organised tours 


to the Meet and we got to hear about 
one of them and thought we should do 
something similar here. The first attempt 
at doing that was spectacularly successful 
been on very 
many since then they have remained 
spectacularly successful I believe. 

DN: How did you become the Editor of 
PRACLARVM tn 1984? 

MB: The then Editor was St John 
Herbert, who was another ACT Branch 
member and I’d heard that he was having 
to give it up as he was being posted 
to New Guinea, he was in the Royal 
Australian Navy, and I think Penn Bradly 
was the President of the ACT Branch 
at the time. He mentioned it to me one 


and although I haven’t 


day at a Club meeting and asked me if J 
would be interested in taking it on and if 
so to contact the then Federal Secretary, 
Keith Wherry. I contacted Keith and he 
said he was prepared to put me on, on a 
probationary or trial basis, which I was 
perfectly happy with and issue number 
1-84 was produced by me. 

DN: So when did you come off 
probation? 

MB: Well, to the best of my knowledge 
I haven’t! I certainly have never been 
officially informed that I am off probation 
so I assume I am still doing the job on a 
probationary basis! 

DN: What technology was employed 
in producing PRECLARVM when 
you started and how have production 
techniques changed since then? 

MB: Well, technology is probably not the 
right word for how it was produced in 
those days. You would have to have the 
typesetting done by the printing company 
and it would come back to you in long 
strips, which had to be cut and pasted onto 
the page. The editor did the rough version 
and the actual cutting and pasting was 
done by the printer. After a while I realised 
the actual cutting and pasting done by the 
printer could probably be done by me and 
cut a stage out, and so for a few years I 
did the actual cutting and pasting. We use 
those same terms in computer technology 
today, but it was literally cutting and 
pasting in those days. Then computers 
came on the scene and it was suggested 
to me that I could computerise it and 
that filled me with horror and dread. I’d 
never even been near a computer, much 
less operated one. I got the computer and 
the software and I had never operated a 


computer in my life. But the change to 
computerisation was phased in. It began 
by using the computer to set the type 
in columns but still physically cutting 
and pasting so that cut out the printers 
having to do the typesetting. So as we 
went along the role of the printers became 
less and less and the role of the Editor 
became greater and greater. I soon got the 
hang of the actual pagemaking software 
and produced the magazine that way for 
several years and then the printers in 
Canberra introduced me to a program that 
they were using which is QuarkXpress, 
which I found to be light years ahead of 
what I had been using up until then and 
I changed over to that a few years ago. 
So really what technology has done, to 
put it in a nutshell, has been to reduce 
our reliance on the printing company and 
unfortunately increase the workload of 
the editor because most of the roles 
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Royce Motor Cars Ltd.” How distressing 
has this period been for you? 

MB: The sale of Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars Ltd to Volkswagen was not in 
itself particularly distressing, though I 
knew that it must result in VW group 
engineering characteristics squeezing out 
those of Rolls-Royce. What was REALLY 
distressing was the subsequent decision 
of the aero engine company, Rolls-Royce 
plc, to withdraw the car Company’s 
use of the Rolls-Royce name and main 
trademark in favour of BMW, despite the 
latter company having failed in its bid 
to buy the Company. Few people seem 
aware, even within our movement that 
that was what took place, and a myth has 
been cultivated that BMW bought Rolls- 
Royce and VW “only” bought Bentley. 
Then came the inevitable consequences 
of the shambles: the change of the 


PRAECLARVM 


original Company’s name to Bentley 
Motors, the formation by BMW of a new 
car company called Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars Ltd, which is NOT the original 
Company of that name nor in any way 
related to it, with its very small workforce 
assembling BMW-built components, and 
long-standing enthusiasts endorsing 
and applauding it, bringing to mind the 
towns-folk eagerly acknowledging the 
naked Emperor’s new suit of clothes. 
Yes I feel entitled to be distressed, but 
it hasn’t damaged my love of real Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley motor cars. 
DN: Thanks, well what new projects or 
ventures are on the horizon? 
MB: | have been approached by Dalton 
Books to produce a detailed book on the 
post-war Phantoms, which I have agreed 
to do. That really is as far as it has got, but 
I have the material and it will list every 
individual car of the Phantom IV, 


. . Martin Bennett with his 1966 Bentley T Series, SBH1563. 
carried out by the printers when I Courtesy of the South Australian Branch Archives. 


first started are now done by the 
Editor. 

DN: Of all of those issues over all 
of those years does any stand out in 
your mind as particularly special? 
MB: The 2001 Mt Gambier Federal 
Rally issue was a landmark edition. 
It was the first to be FULLY 
computerised, introducing a new . 
standard of presentation as well as 


a new method of production that ~ 


brought cost savings to the Club. 


DN: Turning to more recent © 


developments with Rolls-Royce and |— 


Bentley, in the April 1999 edition of 
PRA'CLARVM you wrote of the 
“stark realities emerging from the : 
distressing sale of what was Rolls- ~~ 


2004 BUSH BASH 
Tamworth, 29-31 October 


Pe 


John Begg reports that this Rally 
will cover four days of touring the 
Hunter Valley and New England area 
of NSW. The main rally events will 
be in Tamworth — City of Light — 
from Friday 29 October to Sunday 31 
October inclusive. 

Tamworth is located in the 
heart of the Big Sky Country of NSW 
half way between Sydney and Brisbane 
on the New England highway, with 
European settlement dating from the 
1830s. On 1 January 1850 Tamworth 
was proclaimed a town, and in 1888 


(ad joa 
ey 


was the first town in Australia to have 
its streets lit by electricity. Today, 
Tamworth is best known for the 
Country Music Festival held every 
January along with its arts and crafts, 
sporting facilities, historic sites, and 
many fine restaurants. Our motel is a 5 
minutes walk from the town centre. 
Meryl and Jack Godfrey 
(NSW) are planning a number of non 
technical activities and local tours 
over the weekend that will include 
wine tasting, crafts, galleries, arts, 
early industrial equipment, museums, 
shopping, etc., whilst Ken Saunders 
(QLD) will be leading the technical 
session on Saturday afternoon, with 


V and VI. And for that particular 
task, although I have done it, I’m 
deferring to the famous listologist, 
Bernard King, for that role and we 
are going to use his listings, which 
are far more detailed than mine. So 
the book will have Bernard King’s 
Phantom listings which will be the 
first time the Phantom VIs have 
been listed individually, previous 
books have listed the Phantom IVs 
and Vs in some detail but this will 
be much more detailed and for the 
_ first time the Phantom VIs will be 
y listed. 

DN: Finally, any tips for a new 
> editor? 

_ MB: Hang in there! 


Kim Stapleton dispelling the mysteries 
of judging in an enlightening manner. 
In addition we are including 
a before and after touring sector, with 
overnight stops in the Hunter Valley 
on Thursday October 28 and Monday 
November |. Local member and 20/25 
hp joint registrar, Bob Roberts, has 
organized visits on Friday and Tuesday 
in the Hunter Valley and 20 hp owner 
David Davis (NSW) is planning 
a leisurely route from the Hunter 
Valley to Tamworth on the Friday 
and return to the Hunter Valley on 
the Monday. This Rally is designed to 
cater for pre-war and all vehicles. 
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Glimpses into the Past: No. 17 Part 1 


Re 4 


Left: A 1925 Hispano-Suiza tourer. The Motorist Nov. 1925. 
Middle: A 1926 Bentley 3-litre tourer. This is probably chassis AP315 of February 1926. The Motorist Aug. 1926. 
Right: A 1925 Hispano-Suiza saloon. Note the distinctive angled V-windscreen with curved centre upright that was an Arnold hallmark. The 


Motorist Dec. 1925. 
By Tom C Clarke (UK) © 2004 


This wonderful series commenced in 
February 1999 and ail of the articles 
have been written by Tom Clarke with two 
exceptions: Gavin Sandford-Morgan (SA) 
and David Forward (SA) each contributed 
an article during 2000. 

Author 8 note: this article first appeared in 
the U.S. Club’s Flying Lady in July/August 
2002. Since then more material has come 
to light and the version seen here reflects 
this. I began to survey early Manchester 
coachbuilders to discover which ones Royce 
could have used (but didnt) to body his 
very first cars in 1904. In the event he used 
a virtually unknown coachbuilder closer 
to his Hulme works. Nevertheless, it was 
interesting to see how strong the provincial 
coachbuilding trade was in Manchester and 
more individual histories might therefore 
appear in the future. 


ooking at coachbuilders from a purely 

Rolls-Royce or Bentley perspective 
distorts our view of their range and 
abilities. For smaller coachbuilders, 
particularly provincial ones, it was not an 
easy ride as they coped with fluctuating 
demand and the limited opportunities for 
experiment or small batch production. The 
coachbuilder William Amold provides a 
good example, a provincial firm which 
spread its interests to ensure survival. 


Using its engineering origins as its base The Arnold coachplate in the style used until 
it took on motor agencies alongside replaced by an ‘art deco’ type in the late 1930s. 


coachbuilders are not highly rated in 
general, at least for style although quality 
was often incredibly high. By looking at 
Arnold’s work beyond Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley, it will be seen that they could be 
elegant and adventurous. The firm should 
not be confused with W. H. Arnold of 
London who became known for their 
‘Eclipse’ hood system. 

William Thomas Arnold was the founder 
in the mid 1890s of what would become 
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The Essence of Refinement :. 


THE MOTORING PRESS IS “ALWAYS EULOGISTIC. 


ANNAULET” Boge on 37-2: 6-071 
Mishano-suika on 


HISPANO-SUIZA CARS SOLE AGENT FOR THE NORTH H 


WILLIAM ARNOLD, amie, 
st Anns sucaee, UPPER BROOK STREET, MANCHESTER 


An Arnold advertisement from The Motor 
1 January 1924 illustrating their Hispano- 
Suiza ‘Arnaulet’ saloon coupe. 


one of Manchester’s best coachbuilders 
but his son John William Arnold (1874- 
1967) was responsible for its rapid growth. 
His family was linked to Wm. Amold & 
Sons of 3 Chorlton Terrace in central 
Manchester, cab proprietors. J. William 
Amold was a trained wheelwright and 


coachbuilding so that all aspects of Courtesy of Klaus-Josef Roffeldt, Germany. 


the motor trade could be offered 


within the business. Provincial 


Oa 


Arnold of Manchester ARNO) LD 


EHWORK 


served his time at Hoyle’s of Altrincham 
near Manchester. From before 1902 he 
operated as a carriagebuilder at 1 & 9 
Upper Brook Street, Manchester, and 
by 1906 was at 105 Upper Brook Street 
(105A was the Halliday Motor Accessory 
Manufacturing Co.), 
to 115 at the corner with Dover Street. 


later extending 


This was close to the main university. 
The firm grew quickly and occupied 
more area around the original premises 
and showroom. Although not as big as 
the principal coachbuilder in the city, 
Cockshoot, 100 people were 
eventually employed of whom around ten 


about 


percent undertook mechanical repairs. The 
other local coachbuilders — amongst them 
Knibbs, Newton & Bennett, Davidson 
at Trafford Park and Crawford’s Motor 
Body Builders (both for Fords), and 
Kelly Davies - were of a smaller size. 
By 1914 Arnold had bodied their first 
Rolls-Royce, Silver Ghost chassis 31PB. 
Around 1920 they rebodied 1909 Ghost 
1118 for paper manufacturer J. B. Wrigley 
of Bury not far away (a buyer of Royce 
Ltd. equipment and always a keen Rolls- 
Royce owner) and 1911 Ghost 1607 for 
William Kayley of Manchester. 

In the early 1920s a small showroom 
was established in St. Ann’s Square, 
central Manchester although it was given 
up in the 1930s. The firm was quite early 
in the bodying of quality cars and W. O. 
Bentleys were soon in the showrooms. 

The first recorded was 3-litre 444, 


Continued on page 4343 
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A 1927 Bentley 6’4-litre drophead coupe chassis PR2320 used to A 1923 Vauxhall 14/40 h.p. % coupe with dickey. Typical 
advertise Ace discs. Motor 20 March 1928. coachwork of the period. This was body 151. Courtesy of 
Peter Brockes, U.K. 


A 1927 Bentley 642-litre limousine in front of the Royal Exchange, Manchester. The Motorist 
Aug. 1927 p.25. 
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Edward Everard Gates 's 1924 Silver Ghost 2-door saloon 36AU by Arnold, supplied via Rippon and registered PW-4000, again 


showing the distinctive Arnold curved centre upright in the windscreen. This was wrongly identified as Gates 5 other Silver Ghost 
54EU by Park Ward in Praeclarum Feb. 2000 p.3482-5. 


Right. A limousine for the newly-launched 
Bentley 6%-litre. This was probably the 
proposal for chassis WB2573 of October 
1926. The Motorist Oct. 1926. 


A 1927 Hispano-Suiza saloon showing that Arnold work A 1927 Rolls-Royce 20 h.p. % coupe, possibly GHJ69, in Arnolds 
could match the best London could offer. The Motorist Apr. advertisement in The Motor 14 February 1928. 
1927 p.15. 
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A 1930 Hispano-Suiza 45 h.p. fixed head coupe in green and ivory with SOS sunroof, body no.247. An 
identical car in black displayed at Olympia in 1930 won a Silver Cup. The Motorist for March 1930 p.34 
showed another fitted on a 30 h.p. Lanchester in lime green and cream. The Motorist Apr. 1930 p.31. 


A Perfect Blend of Chassis and Coachwork 


ROLLS 
ROYCE 


Dhp. 6-cylinder 
Complete as per maker's cata 
logue, equipsed with 


A 1928 Minerva drophead coupe. This could be a Van den Plas “ARNOLD ue 
-Seater 
(Brussels) picture used by Arnold but is more likely the latter's ENCLOSED 
LIMOUSINE JMMEDLITE DELIVERY 
copy of that style. The Motorist Dec. 1928. Body PF thes heswlifad pride 


Painted dark royal biue with 


black wings, etc. Upholstered 
to rear in special cloth and 


WILLIAM ARNOLD 


The interior of a William Arnold blue leather to front Prive Coachbuilders to discriminating motorists theanghout the country. 
£1 ,885 Showrooms: St. Ann's Square. Works: Upper Brook Street. 
Riley coupe in 1929 with basic : ; 
Highes: marker value for ; 
Loge aie Manchester 


seating for the rear passengers. 


Described in the original 
A 1927 Rolls-Royce 20 h.p. limousine, possibly GHJ47, used for 


Arnold’ advertisement in The Motor 11 December 1928. GAJ54 
was virtually identical. 


caption as ‘Sunshine coupe 
with well flooring and rear tip- 


up occasional seats’. 


A 1930 Daimler 25 h.p. ‘Arnaulet’ saloon. This echoed a type built by Weymann. The flowing ‘tail’ became a familiar 
feature on Arnold cars. The wings are the same style used on Arnold’ Standard cars. The Motorist Oct. 1930 p.34. 
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1929 Rolls-Royce Phantom I landaulette 57KR for stockbroker D. I. Henriques, a good Arnold customer. The Motorist July 1929. 


Continued from page 4339 

an allweather in January 1924, but an 
‘Elysee’ saloon de ville had been at the 
1923 Olympia Show on the Arnold stand. 
At least ten 3-litre, seven 6¥%-litre, and 
four 4%-litre cars were bodied. Several 
Hispano-Suizas and more Rolls-Royces 
were also bodied. Arnold showed it could 
move with the times by being the thirteenth 
British coachbuilder to take a Weymann 
licence and C. T. Weymann was pleased 


A 1930 Lancia Dilambda exhibited at the Olympia Show and called the ‘Arnaulet slip-stream’. All the 
Arnold hallmarks can be seen, complemented with special curves in the wing valances. (Motor Body 


to note this in La Vie Automobile for 25 
Sept. 1924. 

Alongside coachbuilding some motor 
agencies were taken on such as Hispano- 
Suiza by 1923, Delaunay Belleville by 
1924, Minerva by November 1928, Lea- 
Francis in late 1929 and Ford in May 1931. 
In this Arnold heyday a talented artist, A. 
Radcliffe, was retained to produce stylish 
illustrations for quality magazines. In 


Building & Vehicle Construction Dec. 1930 p.275) 


July 1930 the Skipton trailer was being 
promoted. Clearly Arnold was prepared 
to widen his range. 

In addition to Rolls-Royce and Bentley, 
bespoke coachwork was fitted to Crossley, 
Riley, Lanchester, Humber, Standard, 
Daimler, Alvis and Sunbeam (at least 
eight of the latter during 1932-34 and 
others in the 1920s including a twin-cam 
model for the 1926 Show), 
generally luxury cars. The 
figures for Rolls-Royce 
Ltd. products were at least 
seven on 1920s Silver 
Ghosts (8GE, 115LG, 
8LK, 78NK, 36AU, 59EU 
and 91EU), twenty-six 20 
h.p., twenty-seven 20/25 
h.p., fourteen 25/30 h.p., 
nine Phantom I, three 
Phantom H, one Phantom 
III 3BU38 (although this 
might have been an Arthur 
Mulliner delivered via 
Arnold), thirteen 3'4-litre 
Bentley and eight 4-litre. 
The firm displayed at all 
Olympia and Earl’s Court 
shows from 1919-38 and 
often in Scotland as well. 
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Ellen Bailie with Paul Farnill’s 1932 20/25 hp, GMU65, which she and David Bailie drove on the UK Tour. 


Photographs in this article by David Bailie. 


2004 Centenary World Tour - United Kingdom 


David Bailie at the wheel of 1921 Silver 
Ghost, 69TE, at the 2003 York Federal 
Rally. Photograph by the Editor. 


s an Australian member of the Rolls- 

Royce Enthusiasts’ Club, every two 
months in the Bulletin J enviously read 
accounts of marvellous rallies to exciting 
places. This year Ellen and I had the 
opportunity to be part of perhaps the 
greatest of them all: the British section 
of the 2004 Rolls-Royce Centenary 
World Tour. A total of 82 people from 
12 countries driving 31 club cars visited 
wonderful areas of Great Britain, from 
Bournemouth in the south to Loch 
Lomond in the north during the 24 days 
from 27 May to 20 June. Those doing the 
whole tour travelled about 2100 miles. 


A feature of this centennial 
event was the capable and meticulous 
organisation by RREC Committee 
member Paul Farnill, assisted by Barbara. 
They left nothing to chance concerning 
the comfort, safety and welfare of 
participants and did everything possible 
to make the rally a memorable one. 
Participants came from Australia, Canada, 
Denmark, England, Germany, Holland, 
New Zealand, South Africa, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland and the USA, and 
drove cars ranging from a 1927 20 hp to 
a 2001 Bentley Arnage. Organisers Paul 
and Barbara Farnill drove the luggage 
van, and Ellen and J had the use of their 
1932 Mulliner bodied 20/25 hp, the oldest 
car doing the full tour. 


aN 


dinners (also breakfasts and the many 
included lunches of the tour) one person 
quipping that the E of RREC stood for 
Eating! 


There were many highlights 
on this rally but one of the biggest was 
the visit to St Peters School on the site 
of the first Bournemouth aerodrome 
where the Hon. C S Rolls lost his life 
in an aircraft accident in 1910, the first 
Briton to do so. Wessex section members 
brought newspaper accounts of the event, 
champagne for a toast and conducted 
a short but impressive ceremony at the 
memorial on the school oval. (This is the 
only time I recall standing for a minute’s 
silence with a glass of champagne in my 
hand!) A visit to the Aviation Museum 


The excitement of Tour cars parked in front of Tintern Abbey. 


being part of the centennial 
celebrations of the firm that 
made our beloved cars brought 
a convivial atmosphere to the 
pre-dinner drinks welcome === 
at the Dormy Hotel near e 
Bournemouth. This friendly 
spirit continued throughout the 
tour as people shared stories 
of families, homes, cars and 
countries. The quality of the 
dinner set the pattern for future 
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and a display of cars on the Bournemouth 
Promenade followed. 


The overnight stops were of at 
least two nights and from Bournemouth 
we drove to the new Rolls-Royce factory 
at Goodwood and the next day with 
Wessex members, through the New 
Forest to the National Motor Museum 
at Beaulieu. The modern R-R factory 
is most impressive and environmentally 
friendly and blends in well with the 
surroundings. Senior staff made us most 
welcome and proudly showed us through 
the works. Surprisingly no solvents are 
used as the paint is water-based and wood 
is sent out for lacquering. Five sets of 
major components arrive each night from 
Munich, some parts are manufactured 
in the factory, and five completed cars 
leave each day. Everyone had a ride in 
a new Phantom, which was exceedingly 
quiet and smooth. The experimental 
drophead coupe 100EX was however 
the star exhibit with its lower and shorter 
stance appealing to all. But will it ever be 
marketed? 


A sunny Monday 31 May saw 
the cars on a pleasant drive north to 
Bradford-on-Avon where we met Great 
Western section members at a bridge over 
the Kennet and Avon Canal. Narrow canal 
boats negotiating the locks were a pretty 
sight and our cars aroused much local 
interest on this bank holiday morning. 
After a walk to the Tythe Barn we drove 
over the magnificent Severn Bridge into 
Wales for lunch at a hotel overlooking the 
spectacular Tintern Abbey. Then a short 
drive to Monmouth where parking spaces 
were reserved outside the museum. We 
visited the exhibition on the life of C S 
Rolls and walked along the street to the 
statue of him holding a model of the 
Wright bi-plane in which he was killed. 
Rain started to fall as we proceeded to 
the Llangattock family seat, The Hendre, 
childhood home of Rolls, but now under 
restoration as a golf club. Afternoon tea 
was served for us in the stately great 
hall. The drive to the Vale of Glamorgan 
completed a day of contrasts — tiny 
bridges and a huge bridge, narrow lanes 
and motorways, sun and rain, beauty 
and sadness at the short life of Charles 
Stewart Rolls. 


On the first day of summer we 
made a short trip to the fascinating St 
Fagan’s Castle and the Museum of Welsh 
Life followed by a scenic drive along the 
Glamorgan Heritage Coast where some 
explored the ruins of Ogmore Castle 
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The Australian participants on the UK tour, from left; Robyn Henderson, Bob Roberts, 
David Axe, Eva Bonitz, Mal Henderson, Ellen Bailie, Dieter Bonitz, David Bailie, Janice 
Ward, Terry Ward, Joy Burns, John Burns. 


while others found a beach at Llantwit 
Major. Several members of the South 
Wales section joined us for dinner. Mal 
Henderson, veteran of rugby trips and 
Australian overland tours became Master 
of Ceremonies and each night called 
on Paul who would welcome any new 
arrivals, farewell anyone leaving the tour, 
and pass on additional details for the next 
day. Mal introduced a ‘Bellows Award’, 
given each night to a tour member for a 
real or imaginary misdemeanour, causing 
widespread mirth. The following night 
the holder had the opportunity to make a 
few light-hearted comments as he or she 
passed the bellows onto someone else. 


On Wednesday we left 
Glamorgan, driving north through Wales 
and into Cheshire to the Mottram Hall 
Hotel near Prestbury. The next day was 
the long anticipated visit to the now 
Bentley Motors works at Crewe, where 
many of our cars were made. All were 
impressed with the modernised factory 
but, as with Rolls-Royce at Goodwood, 
much of the work seems to consist of 
assembling bought-in parts. Customising 
options are available in the Mulliner 
division. The factory museum was superb 
displaying the oldest Bentley in the world, 
an R Continental and the recent winning 
Le Mans car; together with trophies and 
memorabilia. After lunch in the factory 
we drove to Henry Royce’s former home 
Brae Cottage in Knutsford where the 
present owner Mrs Smith invited us into 
the garden and even allowed us in the 
house. Paul presented her with flowers in 


appreciation of her welcome. 


An easy drive on Friday morning 
took us to the Lakeside Hotel at the South 
end of Lake Windermere. Many went 
for a walk in the afternoon to the scenic 
high dam and historic water powered 
bobbin mill. The next day we boarded a 
chartered boat for a cruise to the steam 
boat museum near Bowness at the north 
end of the lake where it was fascinating to 
see the steam powered vessels of various 
sizes, dating from the late 1800s. 


The older cars made an early 
start on Sunday morning, the 60”) 
anniversary of the D-Day invasion, for 
the long trip north into Scotland. After 
a beautiful drive past five of the Lake 
District’s lakes we took the motorway 
across the lowlands before skirting busy 
Glasgow and reaching the luxurious 
Cameron House on the shores of Loch 
Lomond. 


Monday was a free day and 
Tuesday 8 June saw members on a coach 
to Edinburgh on a grey misty day, most 
took a city bus tour and several went over 
the former Royal yacht, Britannia. Warm 
fellowship and punctuality is a feature 
of this centenary tour and happy people, 
many carrying shopping parcels, gathered 
in good time for the return journey. The 
Bellows Award was passed on at dinner, 
to the amusement of all. 


Another lake cruise on 
Wednesday, this time on the beautiful 
Loch Lomond in a typical Scottish mist. 


The captain commented on points of 
interest and we enjoyed a good lunch 
with a glass of wine, the sun peeped 
through for the return, shining on the 
islands and stately homes. Evening meals 
and many lunches were included with the 
tour, as were pre-dinner drinks on some 
nights, adding to the conviviality of the 
evenings. 


After three days with only short drives in 
the local district, we keenly packed our 
cars for the drive from Loch Lomond 
to Hexham near Newcastle. Elfen and 
I chose a pleasant rural route avoiding 
traffic around Glasgow. Crossing the 
border we lunched in the Cheviot Hills 
then had a roller coaster ride across the 
hills near Hadrian’s Wall to the Slaley 
Hall Hotel. 


On Friday we spent a fascinating 
day at the Beamish open air museum 
where there are working displays of farm 
and village life of 1913 and of colliery 
and manor life of 1825. With no luggage 
to carry today, Paul was able to have a 
turn at the wheel of his own car. Members 
of the North Eastern section joined us 
for dinner and sponsored entertainment 
consisting of a magician and music. 


We left early on Saturday for 
the 185 mile drive to Donington Park for 
the Rolls-Royce Air Show. After delays 
in getting to our park in the pit area of 
the motor racing circuit we sat down to 
a smorgasbord lunch and watched the 
drive past of Rolls-Royce cars including 
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AX201, SUI3 and a new Phantom. 
There were lots more Rolls-Royces 
and Bentleys to look at between the 
spectacular aerial displays of old and new 
aircraft, the most interesting for our group 
being the Merlin-engined World War Two 
Spitfires and Lancaster bomber. Late in 
the afternoon our cars did a part circuit of 
the track before departing for the Belton 
Woods Hotel in Lincolnshire. Another 
rambling hotel with rooms down tortuous 
narrow passages and another wonderful 
dinner with fellow enthusiasts. 


Sunday was a free day, welcome 
after the bustle and excitement of 
yesterday, but the visit to the Hunt House 
on Monday was a tour highlight. The 
depth of the collection of memorabilia, 
literature, engines and equipment amazed 
those who had not been before, as Peter 
Baines and Philip Hall showed us around. 
Many bought items from the club shop or 
copies of chassis cards. After a pleasant 
lunch the group left for the Bellhouse 
Hotel in Beaconsfield in hot sunny 
conditions. 


We were glad we were not 
driving as our coach to central London 
encountered dense traffic for the city tour 
on Tuesday. After lunch at Festival Hall 
there was the much-anticipated ride on the 
“London Eye” giving panoramic views of 
the city in clear sunny conditions. 


A free day on Wednesday 
enabled visits to places as diverse as 
Windsor Castle, the Wisely Gardens, 


The tour group on the night of their last dinner together. 
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local villages, or preparation of cars or 
shopping. Ellen and J, with John and Joy 
Burns had a wonderful day at Rousham 
House for the 20-Ghost Club concours 
where fifteen immaculate pre-war Rolls- 
Royce cars were displayed in perfect 
weather against a backdrop of the 1635 
manor and gardens. Dinner that night was 
a hubbub of conversation as everyone had 
so much to tell each other. 


The visit to Oxford on Thursday 
was another highlight, privileged 
parking in the Radcliffe Square having 
been arranged by the Oxford section 
who joined us for the day. About 50 
classic Rolls-Royce cars in the stately 
architecture of Oxford University made an 
impressive sight, admired by enthusiasts, 
undergraduates and tourists alike. After 
tea and coffee in the Old Divinity School 
there was time to inspect the exhibition 
of priceless early maps of the known 
world before our conducted tour of the 
Bodleian Library, the Radcliffe Camera, 
underground storage vaults and the New 
Bodleian Library. Drinks were served in 
the quadrangle and lunch in the beautiful 
dining room of Brasenose College. Then 
world tour participants departed for the 
final hotel, the Kettering Park, close to 
Boughton House, site of the RREC 2004 
Centennial Annual Rally. 


Keen members drove to 
Boughton House on Friday to have an 
early look at the wares of vendors setting 
up their stands; others went into Kettering 
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or caught up with washing cars and 
clothes. In the evening a coach brought 
us to the Bonhams reception to inspect 
cars and memorabilia for sale by auction, 
and to meet friends not fortunate enough 
to be on the UK section of the Centenary 
World Tour. 


Saturday was the big day for 
those searching for parts or tools, others 
attended the auction, looked at the 
cars or chatted with fellow enthusiasts. 
After freshening up we were taken by 
coach to Hangar One, the Aviator Hotel, 
Sywell where we were treated to a glass 
of champagne and a flying display by a 
Spitfire before the RREC Annual Dinner. 


Then at last the climax of the tour 
arrived: the Annual Rally and Concours 
d'Elegance. The gently sloping lawns of 
the new venue, Boughton House, showed 
off the approximately 1500 Club cars to 
the best advantage in beautiful conditions, 
marred only by an occasional shower. 
Noon was a busy time for centenary 
tour participants as group photographs 
were taken as souvenirs of our happy 
time together. We were very proud when, 
as a result of careful budgeting of tour 
costs by Paul and Barbara, a cheque for 
1,000 pounds was presented to Frank 
Shaw, chairman of the Sir Henry Royce 
Memorial Foundation. After luncheon in 
the marquee we perused the cars again 
noting particularly those wearing a rosette 
indicating success in the concours. Our 
tour organisers Paul and Barbara Farnill 
had little chance to see the cars however 
as Paul is trophy master and they rarely 
left the trophy tent. Soon it was time for 
the grand parade of concours winners; 


4347 


eed | 


Mal Henderson presenting the Bellows Award, suitably engraved, to Tour organiser, 


Paul Farnill with Barbara Farnill looking on. 


with the number of cars contending, the 
quality of the winners in this centenary 
year must have been among the best 
ever. 


It was pleasing to learn that 
the prestigious Edward Harris trophy for 
services to the Committee of Management 
was awarded to Centenary World Tour 
organiser and Annual Rally Trophy 
Master, Paul Farnill. Congratulations to 
Paul, and also Barbara, for two jobs truly 
well done! 


There remained our final dinner 
together to re-live the wonderful 24 days 
of the tour. The Bellows Award, which 
had brought so much fun to our dinners, 
was presented finally to Paul and Barbara, 
complete with an engraved plaque of 
appreciation and smaller plaques of 
the names of the other recipients. Mal 


Henderson also presented them with 
a beautiful music box of inlaid wood 
in gratitude of their hard work, skill 
and tact in conducting an outstanding 
rally. Other participants representing 
their compatriots spoke in support. Paul 
responded, concluding a memorable day. 
We said our sad farewells after breakfast 
on Monday and parted for our various 
homes around the globe. 


The Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ 
Club 2004 Centennial British Tour covered 
some 2100 miles of the more scenic areas 
of England, Wales and Scotland visiting 
areas close to the heart of Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley enthusiasts. All agreed it was 
a noble way to celebrate the centenary of 
the meeting of Charles Stewart Rolls and 
Frederick Henry Royce. 


A group of Australians at Broughton Hall during the 2004 Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club Annual Rally. 


Jeanne Eve was the NSW Branch President when in 2003 she had the oppo 
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riunity to discover the much 


vauted ‘waftability’ of a Rolls-Royce Phantom in Sydney. Photograph courtesy of Jeanne Eve. 


A Phantom Seduction 


By Jeanne Eve (NSW) 


Eve 


co-drove 
Phantom V on the 1997 Peking to Paris 
Motor Challenge. Here she compares one 
of the last of Crewe'’s coachbuilt leviathans 
with BMW's interpretation of the marque - 
the Phantom. Photograph by the Editor. 


Jeanne a_ Rolls-Royce 


y seduction by _ Rolls-Royce 

began a decade ago. First with 
the conservative Silver Spirit and the 
Spur, followed by the adventurous Silver 
Ghost and finally with a regal Phantom 
V. In between were the gutsy 20HP and 
the grunt of a Silver Shadow hearse used 
as an estate. So I know well the sense of 
power controlled by the slender small 
steering wheel, the ease of speed balanced 
with the vehicle’s massive weight and the 
constant delight of comfort encompassed 
within an upright driving position. 

Seven years ago I was co- 
driver of the Australian delivered, ex 
vice-regal, 1967 Phantom V, 5VF 165, 
on the Peking to Paris Motor Challenge. 


This wonderful and forgiving black car, 
with no special mechanical modifications 
apart from an extra fuel tank and chassis 
protection plates, glided past the Great 
Wall of China and swept along the snowy 
Tibetan plateau until a rear after-market 
leaf spring snapped on a potholed track, 
puncturing the petrol tank and cutting 
the electric loom. All was repaired in 
Kathmandu despite there being no Rolls- 
Royce dealer or R-R backup anywhere 
en-route. By now the other competitors 
had christened the car, ‘Lizzie’s Taxi’, 
by virtue of her former occupant, and the 
Phantom V continued to proudly proceed 
with grace through steamy Nepal, through 
the bedlam traffic of India, across the hot 
and dusty deserts of Baluchistan and 
Tran and onto Europe to finish on time 
in the Place de la Concorde dressed with 
three flags and one blue light, without 
sustaining a single chip to the crystal cut 
sherry glasses in the cocktail cabinet. It 
was a punishing regime but the engine 
missed not one beat. After that 16,000- 
kilometre drive, my faith in Rolls-Royce 
engineering is absolute. 

Now I was eager to test drive 
the 2003 Phantom in Sydney and discover 
its ‘waftability’ and superior technology. 
Being neither a motoring journalist nor 
engineer, the opportunity arose as a 


presidential perk with the NSW Branch of 
the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia 
when I was organizing the Phantom to be 
displayed at the 2003 public Concours 
d’Elegance. It magnetised the crowds. 
A few days later, Andrew Jackson, the 
then General Manager of Rolls-Royce 
with Trivett Classic in Sydney, emailed 
me the rendezvous details and I was both 
excited and a little apprehensive. “Calm 
down Jeanne”, I mused, “ this Phantom 
is smaller than the Phantom V, (similar 
height and width but .21 metres shorter 
and 225 kgs lighter) and just costs more.” 
At a million Australian dollars a pop and 
being the only model existing in Australia 
at the time, I had no desire to blow this 
chance. 

The day of enlightenment 
arrived and soon it was my turn to drive 
the silver sand, magnificent beast. The 
2003 Phantom was made to be a film 
star with its easy transformation from a 
vehicle of elegance and grace in profile to 
one of macho ‘in your face’ attitude as it 
approaches head on. If the Phantom V had 
charisma, then this car had presence with 
a capital P. I opened the driver’s door and 
attempted a ladylike entrance. Derriere 
down, knees together, now swing the 
ankles in over the sill. The Phantom V 
was too high for this manoeuvre and the 
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Phantom’s contoured seat is too wide. 
The modern woman wears pants for a 
reason. Once ensconced with personal 
requirements for lumbar support and 
seating position established and after 
most of the buttons and concealed 
compartments had been explained to me, 
I tentatively enquired whether I could 
readjust the rear vision mirror manually 
or did that have a button too? “TI wish I 
had a few dollars for every time I am 
asked that,” replied Andrew wistfully. 

The familiarity of Rolls-Royce 
was around me with the wood veneered 
dashboard, in oak rather than walnut, 
lots of soft leather, slender steering 
wheel, round air conditioning vents and 
toggle switches. And best of all was the 
reassuring Spirit of Ecstasy leading the 
way at the end of a long bonnet. How I 
love that lady as she has delivered me 
safely on all my travels in Australasia and 
parts of Europe, Asia, South Africa and 
North America. On this Phantom she was 
smaller but unmistakeable as my security 
blanket. 

All strands of anxiety evaporated 
as the Phantom floated like a feather 
into the streaming afternoon 
traffic of Sydney. But not 
before I had tried to master the 
super sensitive stalk of a gear 
lever indicating D N R. “All 
you need to do is to stroke the 
controls,” instructed Andrew 
patiently as he observed my 
more heavy-handed techniques. 
“Oh boy, this is more than just 


a thoroughly modern car, it is 
almost alive,” I thought. Already 
I had been shown the parking 
auditory feedback sensor with 
its clicking which becomes 5} 
higher pitched culminating in \ Weld 
one continuous beep, not unlike 
a hospital heart monitor. “Relax 
Phantom, I won’t hit the kerb or - 
the car behind.” 

The Phantom V was 
designed by Rolls-Royce in 
Crewe, to be chauffeur—driven 
with its glass partition, intercom, 
fixed front seating and class | _ 
distinction characterized by the 
leather on front and rear seats; 
dark brown for the chauffeur 
white 
Connolley for the passengers. 


and softer, creamy 


ciiety 
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The latter could be adjusted for height 
and forward position to maximize public 
visibility of the passenger. Nothing on 
the Phantom V talked or clicked to me, 
presumably because the chauffeur was 
expected to be professional. As the near 
century old Rolls-Royce little book stated 
in 1906, it is “Your master’s fun but your 
work”. A different principle underlies the 
Phantom, completed at Goodwood, which 
is that the owner has fun and minimum 
work effort, whether driver or passenger. 

Decadence in the late 1960s was 
the optional cocktail bar and, for public 
privacy, silk blinds on all the windows. 
The Phantom has every electronic gizmo 
possible but no silk blinds, just dark tinted 
windows. No need for blinds because it 
is the car, not the occupant, which draws 
attention. 

In the cabin, with its modern 
attractive additions such as the neon blue 
and red edges to the air conditioning dials 
and the Art Deco ceiling lights, there is 
a refreshing simplicity of instruments. So 
when I enquired about the couple of small 
silver discs on the steering wheel, Andrew 
pressed one and a mellifluous British 


Jeanne Eve’ view of ‘Presence with a Capital P’ agrees with 
‘Phantom defines Presence’ as expressed in the June 2004 
edition of Motor magazine. Fashion statements are not new 
in this setting but 2004 Phantom, AS400049, certainly made 
an automotive statement at Flemington Racecourse during the 
Concours d’Elegance at the 2004 PRA'CLARVM Federal Rally. 


Photograph by the Editor. 


STERISS 


woman’s voice enquired as to whether I 
wished to listen to the Radio? TV? DVD? 
Telephone? to name a few of the options. 
Being preoccupied with darting taxis, 
it was Andrew who announced ‘radio’ 
and immediately music resonated on all 
fifteen speakers which included two sub- 
woofers. Musical heaven. 

Like the Phantom V, which had 
a low processional gear, the Phantom is 
a breeze to navigate in and around buses 
and congested traffic despite its length. 
To the onlooker, both cars are huge but 
each has deceptively easy power steering. 
However, this is where the similarity ends. 
The Phantom V has only a 6.2 litre, V8 
engine with a 4-speed automatic gearbox 
and is easily outdone by the Phantom’s 
6.75 litre, V12 engine with a 6-speed 
automatic gearbox. It is not surprising 
that the new model requires two 12-volt 
batteries. The Phantom V only needed 
one battery but on the Peking to Paris 
trip, a subsidiary battery was added to the 
boot compartment so that water could be 
heated in an electric jug for tea or noodle 
soup plus being an emergency backup. 

Also in the Phantom V’s 
massive boot was room not only 
for a spare fuel tank for a petrol 
guzzler in racing conditions, 
but also a spare Michelin light 
truck radial tyre, which was 
never used. The Phantom has 
no spare tyre as the designers 
believe that its Michelin flat-run 
tyres can last for one hundred 
kilometres before reaching 
assistance when punctured. This 
Phantom would be dreamy for 
long distance driving and so, for 
me in an ideal world, a spare 
tyre is paramount. A hundred 
kilometres would not get you 
far for tyre assistance outside 
Europe or North America. 

There are no Himalayan 
Mountains in Sydney nor seven 
hundred kilometre long stretches 
of Iranian tarmac for comparison, 


4 ee 
flemington 


so the S bends leading up to 
Macquarie Lighthouse on the 
edge of the ocean at South Head 
and down to Sydney Harbour 
was my chosen route. This road 


continued on page 4358 
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Queensland Branch Concours d’ Elegance 
at Ormiston House, 11 July 2004 


Overall Winner 
Car of the Day 


Silver Ghosts and Phantoms 


Silver Wraith, 
Silver Cloud and Bentley 
Mk VI, R-type , S Series 


Silver Dawn, 


Silver Shadow, Bentley T 


and Derivatives 


Silver Spirit, Bentley Mulsanne 
and Derivatives 


David McPhee (pictured), who was the 
inaugural President of the 


A monumental, personal restoration by 


A 
a 


Queensland Branch when it was 


formed in 1969. 


David McPhee 

John Wolstenholme 
First - David McPhee 
Second — Peter Bailey 
Third — Pat Browne 
First — David Sheppard 
Second — Colin Veerman 
Third — John Fraser 
First — Brett Roberts 
Second — Pete Kentwell 
Third — Russell Leitch 
First -John Wolstenholme 
Second — John Wright 
Third — Tony Lee 


Information and photographs provided by Wallace Moorhouse. 


1909 Silver Ghost 1122 

1987 Silver Spirit ASH21744 
1909 Silver Ghost 1122 

1959 Phantom V 5AS5 

1927 Phantom I 95RF 

1959 Silver Cloud I SKG55 

1960 Silver Cloud II STB338 
1956 Bentley $1 B203BC 

1979 Silver Shadow II SRH37440 
1980 Silver Shadow II SRH40222 
1979 Silver Shadow II SRH38201 
1987 Silver Spirit ASH21744 
1990 Corniche I] ADL30001 
1983 Silver Spur AND06901 
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Pat and Dina Browne with 1927 Glenys and David Sheppard with 
Phantom I, 95RF, which was third 1959 Silver Cloud I, SKG55, which 
in the Silver Ghost and Phantoms won its Class. Glenys Sheppard 

Class. Pat Browne is congratulated — was presented with the award by 

by Branch President, Tony Lee with Russell Leitch looking on. Branch President, Tony Lee with Russell Leitch. 


Queensland Branch Concours d’ Elegance 


Car of the Day 


John Wright won second place in 
the Silver Spirit, Bentley Mulsanne 
and Derivates Class, with his 1990 


ei ad : Ee a Corniche Ill, ADL30001, the first 
one eh ie a 40 ae John Wolstenholme was awarded ‘Car of the Day’ with Corniche II. 
PCMnRIGS lass sis LG? SERGE 1987 Silver Spirit, ASH21744, which also won the 


RAGAN, SERGE, Silver Spirit, Bentley Mulsanne and Derivates Class. 


Selle alt Three Phantoms. From the left, Bert Theiss’ 2003 Jeff Priddle with 1989 Bentley Bight, 


Phantom, Peter Bailey's Phantom V, SAS5 and the 
Queensland Governor s 1972 Phantom VI, PRH4731. 


Cloud II, STB338. BEK26739. 
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Federal Treasurer’s Report 


Statement of Income and Expenditure 
For the year ended 31 December 2003 


INCOME 2003 | 2002 
Advertising Praeclarum 9,075 | 8,482 
Branch Praeclarum 6 Magazine | 40.103 | 42,661 
Issues 


Insurance — Public and Professional | 6,107 | 4,077 
Liability, Trophies 
Register Levy 2,163 1,856 


57,448 | 57,076 


LESS: DIRECT EXPENDITURE 
Printing Praeclarum — 6 Magazine | 42,713 | 38,986 
Issues 
Insurance — Public and Professional | 4,915] 4,094 
Liability, Trophies 


Register Printing and Expenses 761 | 324 

48,389 | 43,404 
GROSS PROFIT FROM 9,059 | 13,672 
TRADING 


OTHER INCOME 


Interest Received 490 28 
Refund Bank Charges of Prior Year 0 105 
490 133 


EXPENDITURE 
Audit and Accountancy Fees 970 950 
Bank Charges 0 2 
Honorarium 4,200 | 4,200 
Internet Web Site 842 600 
Legal Costs 0 250 
Licensing Fees 940 | oo 
Postage 594 129 
Stationery 0 
7,546} 8,131 
PROFIT FROM ORDINARY 2,003 | 5,674 
ACTIVITIES 
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Balance Sheet 


As At 31 December 2003 


CURRENT ASSETS 


Cash Assets 
Receivables (See Note 2) 
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 


NON-CURRENT ASSETS 


30,585 


TOTAL NON-CURRENT ASSET; 


Fixed Assets — Trophies at ons 30,585 
Ss 


30,585 


30,585 


TOTAL ASSETS 


62,351 | 59,467 


CURRENT LIABILITIES 


Sundry Creditors 970 994 
GST payable 0 
TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES 1,875 994 
TOTAL LIABILITIES 1,875 994 
| 
NET ASSETS 60,476 | 58,473 
MEMBERS’ FUNDS 
Total Members’ Funds (See Note 3) | 60,476 | 58,473 
NOTES 
Note 2: Receivables 
| | eee 
CURRENT 
Sundry Debtors 13,628 | 15,783 
Less: Provision for Doubtful Debts 1,025 1,025 
12,603 | 14,758 
Note 3: Retained profits 58,473 | 52,799 


(accumulated losses) at the 
beginning of the financial year 
Net Profit attributable to members 
of the Association 
Retained profits (accumulated 
losses) at the end of the financial 
year 


2,003 


5,674 


Dawn Patrol II, 1-4 October 2004, Beechworth 


All Club members are cordially invited to a social 
weekend organised by the Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn, Bentley 
Mk VI and R-type Register. Located in northern Victoria. 
Beechworth is one of Victoria’s best-preserved and most beautiful 
gold towns, magnificently sited in the foothills of the Alps. 

Club members are required to make their own 
accommodation bookings and rooms have been reserved at 
special rates in the Club’s name. 


Bookings to: 
The Carriage Motor Inn 
44 Camp Street, Beechworth. Victoria, 
Tel: 03-5728-1830 Fax: 03-57281489 


Please advise if attending: 
John Harriman 03-9598-6702, or 
Robert Whitehead 03-9416-0255 / 0409-852-122 
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News from the Registers 


Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith, 
Silver Dawn and Bentley 
Mark VI/R Type Register 


More on Motoring 

Hopefully, some of you will be stirred into 
action at the statistics I gave in the April 
issue of Praeclarum (Page 4277), that 
usually only two or three of the 162 Club’s 
owners of some 207 Registrar models drive 
these cars in Overlanders or similar events. 
If you are one of the ‘armchair owners’ 
and feel encouraged to come motoring, 
then hesitate no further. Book into one, or 
preferably both, of the following events: 
the Register Weekend, Dawn Patrol II, 1- 
4 October at Beechworth. As it is a public 
holiday weekend one should book early to 
avoid disappointment. A mini-Overlander 
from Sydney to Beechworth is being 
organised by the NSW Branch (contact 
me); and, the Alpine Overlander to the 
2005 Federal Rally. See other details in 
this issue. 


Vehicle Preparation 
Having made the decision to come 
motoring it is important to determine the 
roadworthiness of your car, to attend to any 
defects and to carry out normal maintenance 
well in advance of the event. Through 
this Register, guidance was given at the 
Vehicle Inspection days on how to assess 
the condition of your car, and at Register 
Technical Days at Rallies and through this 
column the importance on checking such 
items as fuel pumps, rear wheel bearings, 
chassis lubrication system, rear dampers, 
etc. Praeclarum Pages 4012, 4068, 4167, 
4203 and 4238 are relevant. 

A power balance test can be 
useful in determining the condition of the 
motor and if unsatisfactory simple checks 
with an air hose can usually confirm the 
cause. For those unfamiliar with this test it 
is briefly described below. 

Anyone encouraged to come 
motoring would be very welcome at the 
above events and should begin your vehicle 
inspection, testing and preparation now 
and remember, Register member support is 
always available if you need help. 


Power Balance Test 
The aim of this test is to determine whether 


each cylinder contributes an equal proportion 
of power, with supplementary tests designed 
to locate the cause of power loss in any 
cylinder. For the test to be effective, the 
carburetter/s should be tuned, and balanced 
if twin SUs are fitted, and the spark plugs 
clean or replaced. The distributor points 
should be cleaned, gapped and carefully 
synchronized. 

With a tachometer connected to read 
engine rpm bring the engine up to operating 
temperature and proceed as follows: 

1. Raise the idle speed to say a steady 
800 rpm. 

2. Remove the ignition lead from No.1 
cylinder and note the drop in rpm. 

3. Replace the lead and ensure the 
engine speed returns to a steady 800 
rpm. 

4. Repeat for each cylinder in turn 
making sure the idle speed has 
returned to 800 rpm before an ignition 
lead is removed. 

5. Examine the results of drop in rpm for 
each of the six cylinders. 

A similar drop in rpm means each 
cylinder is contributing the same power. 
Any cylinder showing a lower than average 
drop in rpm indicates a power loss occurring 
in that cylinder and it is necessary to resort 
to the supplementary tests to locate the 


likely cause. 
The likely causes of power loss are: 


1. Leakage at the inlet valve. 

2. Leakage at the exhaust valve. 
3. Piston blow-by. 

4. Blown head gasket. 


Supplementary Tests 
On a cylinder delivering below average 


power: 


Be warned! Registrar, Lloyd Missen (right) 
uses standover tactics to encourage Tony 
Last to get Bentley Mk VI, BI8SMB, back 
together. Courtesy of Lloyd Missen. 


@ Replace the spark plug with a suitable 
fitting (usually made from an old spark 
plug) to allow the coupling of an air- 
line to an air compressor capable of 
delivery at 100 psi, and with a cock in 
the line to control air flow. 

@ Set the piston on top-dead-centre on 
the compression stroke. 

@ Slowly apply air pressure and listen/ 
observe: 

1. Leakage at the inlet valve can be 
confirmed by air leakage heard at the 
carburetter intake, with throttle and 
any choke (strangler) valve/s open. 

2. Leakage at the exhaust valve can be 
confirmed by air leakage detected 
at the exhaust. It may be necessary 
to separate the joint at the exhaust 
manifold and listen at this point. 

3. Piston blow-by can be confirmed by 
listening, at the oil-filling opening 
in the rocker cover, for abnormal air 
leakage into the crankcase. There will 
always be some. 

4. Blown head gasket can be confirmed 
by: 

@ observing air bubbles in the coolant in 
the header tank or, 

@ with the spark plugs of adjoining 
cylinders removed, detecting air 
leaking into either of these cylinders 
or, 

@ detecting external leakage at the head 
gasket 

If in doubt on any test, repeat the test on a 

“good’ cylinder. 

Notes: If air is leaking into an adjacent 

cylinder the engine could tend to rotate, but 

can be prevented by removing the plugs in 
the adjoining cylinders before beginning 
the test. Either a tight tappet or a burnt 
valve can result in air leakage at an inlet 
or exhaust valve and it will be necessary 
to check tappet clearances to determine the 
true cause. 

Good Luck! Thorough Inspection, 

Timely Restoration, Regular Maintenance, 

Proof Testing = Good Motoring. 


Lloyd Missen, Registrar 

67 Rembrandt Drive, 

Middle Cove, 2068. 

Ph/Fax 02 9958 2831. 
lloydshirleyM@ bigpond.com 
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How GERMANY 
CarTureD BoTtH 
Rotts-Royce 

& Bentley 


s shatteringly good, 


Kidnap of the Flying Lady 
How Germany Captured Both Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley, by Richard Feast. 
Published by Motorbooks International, 
2003. Hardcover, 207 pages with over 40 
illustrations, IBN 0-7603-1686-4. $39.95 


Reviewed by David Marshall-Martin 


The title of this book is snappy enough, 
but, ho-hum, how interesting can a 
business venture be? Well, this book 
reads like a spy thriller! Richard Feast 
has managed to make the take-over of a 
small motorcar company by a couple of 
the world’s motoring giants extremely 
interesting. 


Tribute to Martin Bennett 


Members of long standing will recall the 
modest, but welcome, early editions of 
AS-sized Praeclarum magazines which 
were produced by a succession of willing 
amateurs from various Branches of the Club 
up to December 1974 when Bill Coburn of 
the ACT Branch was appointed Editor. He 
introduced an A4 format edition of 16 pages. 
Bill stayed on the job until February 1980 
by which time he had produced 536 pages 
of good reading with an increasing number 
of black and white illustrations. St John 
Herbert OBE, also from the ACT Branch, 
took over from Bill Coburn in 1980. He 
maintained the standard until reaching page 
912 in December 1983 when he stepped 
down and the Editor’s pen passed to Martin 
Bennett - another ACT Branch member. 
Over the past 20 years Martin has 


Feast traces the history of Rolls- 
Royce, the effects of the Great War, the 
Rolls-Royce take-over of Bentley, the 
effects of the Second World War and the 
many crises that Vickers faced. However, 
he pulls no punches and lays much of the 
blame for the decline of Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars squarely on the company. 
“For Rolls-Royce, it was irrelevant that 
component suppliers could sell it (the 
company) the same things at a sixth of the 
price; [for the mindset was that] no one 
could do the job better than the co-founder 
and his team of engineers and designers. 
The philosophy was an engineering dead 
end. Tellingly, it was one which Rolls- 
Royce reversed as soon as was decently 
possible after Royce’s death.” He goes 
on, “By the end of the 20th century, Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars, despite its flowering 
Bentley marque, was an anachronism 
as an independent entity. Its names and 
historical achievements were admired, 
but, like the faded aristocracy, they were 
largely irrelevant in a modern world.” 

I am not sure of how Feast 
managed to obtain many of the behind- 


Letters 


published about 120 editions containing 
over 3,400 pages. One only has to compare 
Martin’s first 16-page edition of February 
1984 with the full-colour, 44 page edition 
of April 2004 to realise how much he has 
enhanced both the content and the quality 
of Praeclarum Magazine. Praeclarum is an 
important element in maintaining member 
interest and there is no doubt that it has 
been a significant factor in the growth and 
development of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ 
Club of Australia and helped elevate its 
stature in the Rolls-Royce enthusiasts’ 
movement around the world. 

I would like to pay tribute to 
Martin Bennett for the remarkable job 
he has done in improving all aspects the 
magazine over the last 20 years. He has 
steadily transformed it into a journal of 
international standing and repute. His 


the-scenes facts and figures, but it makes 
for intriguing reading. In the best “spy- 
thriller” style there are secret meetings 
attended by CEOs and government 
officials. They fly to out of the way 
destinations in private jets and helicopters 
for clandestine meetings at golf courses 
and private clubs. The manner in 
which Dr Bernd Pischetsrieder, CEO of 
BMW and Dr Ferdinand Piéch, CEO of 
Volkswagen, collaborated in the ultimate 
take-over and division of Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley makes for riveting reading. 
It almost beggars belief that so much 
“back-stage’ wheeling and dealing could 
have gone on in secret! 

Other knowledgeable 
readers of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
history may find errors of fact or 


more 


comments they will strongly disagree 
with. However, to quote from the cover 
of the book: “The research is shatteringly 
good. Very readable,” Sir David Plastow. 
I found this a very satisfying book to read 
and would recommend it highly to all 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley enthusiasts. 


personal knowledge of the history of the 
Rolls-Royce company and its employees, 
his ability to competently research the 
technicalities and specifications of the 
whole range of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars, industrial engines and aircraft engines 
can be readily appreciated by reading the 
many comprehensive articles, authoritative 
commentaries and informative captions 
he has contributed to the pages of the 
magazine 

Martin has demonstrated that the 
role of an Editor is much more than simply 
collating a few contributed articles, running 
them through a spell-check, arranging 
them in some sort of order, adding a few 
photographs and dispatching them to a 
printer. There is much more to it than that. 
In addition to enticing contributors, Martin 
has had to be an author, creator, researcher, 
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collator, photographer, illustrator, proof- 
reader, copyboy, advertising agent, graphic 
artist, courier, estimator, accountant, 
commentator, critic, diplomat, prodder, 
coaxer, checker and no doubt many other 
things too. He has had to learn how to master 
a computer and how to get the best out of 
the extraordinarily complex PageMaker 
program. Among other things Martin’s 
achievements have benefited from the 
application of personal computers, greatly 
improved publishing technology and more 
generous budgets. What I admire so much, 
however, is his enthusiasm, innovation and 
dedication. 

I have the greatest admiration 
for Martin for having undertaken this 
enormously challenging task for so long 
a period. He has exceeded the duration of 
any other Editor by years. He has spent 
countless hours working on texts, arranging 


copy, cropping photographs and laying-out 


pages. He has written letters, searched out 
articles, travelled to rallies and functions 
and responded to the demands of readers 
and contributors. He has steadily raised 
the standard of the journal to better that of 
many comparable sized motoring clubs. He 
has earned my greatest respect and I am sure 
that of thousands of other readers. 

In lavishing such praise on 
Martin I do not wish to detract from, or 
discredit, the wonderful achievements of 
all former Editors. Their efforts were no 
doubt acknowledged at the time and will be 
recognised in David Neely’s forth coming 
history of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of 
Australia. 


Well done Martin. 
Gilbert M Ralph, 
Victoria 


Alpine Overlander 
to the 2005 Federal Rally 
24-30 March 2005 


As this Overlander will run over the 
Easter weekend, bookings will need 
to be made well in advance. So it is 
essential to contact Robyn Henderson 
by late September 2004 to reserve your 
places and forward $50 per person, 
which will confirm your reservation 
and pay for the final dinner. 


The start is planned in Goulburn 
on Thursday 24 March 2005, the day 
before Good Friday. There will be easy 
daily runs through wonderful country 
with two-night stopovers in Jindabyne, 
Albury/Wodonga and Tumut. 


Contact Robyn Henderson: 
Tel: 02-9542-8401 


Fax: 02-9542-8402 
e-mail: brecon@bigpond.com 


Original and unique... 


MASCOTS 


¢ Custom made to client 
specification 


¢ Hand sculpted 

¢ Cast in bronze 

* Choice of finishes 
Price on application 


Send design or concept to: 


David Gillings 
Size: 
(02) 9344 7062 Full Page - 
david@gillings. Half Page - 


“The Accountant” 
Actual size: 150 m.m. 


... the ultimate personalised auto accessory. 


com.au 


(Featured in 
PRAECLARUM April 2004) 


countries. 


_PRAECLARVM 


Display Advertising 


If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that 
special car for sale, you could benefit from the impact 
of a display advertisement in PRAECLARUM, your 
Club's national magazine that goes to all members 
of all Branches of the Club Australia-wide, as well 
as to members and subscribers in a number of other 


Your advertisement may be submitted in electronic 
or camera-ready form, or it can be typeset and laid out 
to your requirements on the Club’s computer system 
as a free service. Compare these highly competitive 
and economical GST-inclusive rates (including full 
colour if required): 


Quarter Page - 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 


40 Queen Street, Croydon, N.S.W. 2132 
Tel: 02-9747-2973 
Fax: 02-9747-3563 
dneely@comcen.com.au 


Cost per issue: 
$451 
$253 
$143 


David Neely, 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1913 Silver Ghost (2412) rare London-to- 
Edinburgh model. Perhaps the last original but 
unrestored veteran chassis left in Australia, 
offering a very good opportunity to purchase at 
$440,000 o.n.o. Doug Bristow 03-9899-6991 (w) 
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1921 Silver Ghost (88NE) Jarvis (London) Tourer. 
Alpine Eagle high performance model. Attractive, 
well proven, comfortable and reliable car in fine 
overall condition with many special features, and 
fully equipped for long distance touring. Reg. 
No. SA-1914 not included. $320,000. Gavin 
Sandford-Morgan 08-8362-8956 


1924 Silver Ghost (67AU) Martin & King 
Sports Saloon original to this Australian 
delivered chassis. A regular on Club runs and 
very reliable with an excellent documented 
history. An opportunity to become a custodian 
of an original bodied Silver Ghost. $130,000 
— all offers considered. Details Mark Babidge 
08-9364-9012 babidge@bigpond.com.au 


1925 Silver Ghost (125AU) Hooper Landaulette. 
Dark blue/black with beige upholstery. 4- 
wheel brakes. Apparently low-mileage with 
lovely 7-seater original English coachwork in 
restored condition. $245,000 ono. Doug Bristow 
03-9899-6991 (w) 


1929 20/25 hp (GXO42) Martin & King 4-Light 
Saloon. 6-wheel equipped, mascot, chassis cards, 


some books, 40 tools (will not sell separately). 
Almost complete and original, suit restoration. 
$40,000 ono. Walter Vears 03-9555-5206 


1935 Bentley 3% Litre (B1S4FB) Park Ward 
Saloon, the origina! and durable R-R preferred 
Park Ward (C942) coachwork. Engine and clutch 
fully restored. Matching numbers and complete, 
including snow chains! Rare single-winged 
‘B’ mascot. Full service history last nine years. 
97,000 miles. $97,500. Donald Eve 02-9489- 
8319 (Tel & Fax) 


1937 Phantom III (3BT3) Binder (Paris) Saloon. 
Dismantled for total restoration, chassis and var- 
ious other parts repainted, for assembly. V-12 
engine grotty but very sound. Heads lifted off 
by hand. Solid tappet conversion. Interior 80% 
dismantled, woodwork in solid oak. 67,000 km. 
$50,000. Lynette Whyte 08-9257-1315 


1948 Bentley Mk VI (BS8DA) ‘Mallalieu’ 
4-Seater Sports Tourer. High quality, high 
performance, comfortable sporting car in very 
good condition with full weather equipment and 
excellent ride and handling qualities. Reg. No. 
SA-375 not included. $110,000. Gavin Sandford- 
Morgan 08-8362-8956 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (B228LJ) Two-tone 
metallic grey with deep red leather. Immaculate, 
low mileage. Complete with all tools, books, etc. 
$42,000. neg. Boyd Rasmussen 07-4151-4067 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (B1OOMD) metallic Sky 
Blue with dark blue leather upholstery. 4.5 litre, 


manual gearbox, full-flow oil system. Australian 
delivery with export modifications, e.g. oil-bath 
air cleaner, export bumpers and Yale bonnet locks. 
Original radio plus hidden 6-stack CD player, full 
toolkit, original handbook. Professional steering 
rebuild in 2003. 112,000 miles. Excellent 
condition. Third owner. $42,000 neg. Ian Methven 
02-9940-4773 ian_methven@bigpond.com 


1951 Silver Dawn (SFC24) ‘big bore’ 4% litre 
engine, Australian delivered car in beautiful oigi- 
nal condition, excellent paintwork, dark grey over 
light grey, with light grey hide piped in blue and 
blue carpets. All tools and handbook, with push- 
button radio. I have been asked to help find an ap- 
preciative new owner, preferably a Club member 
for this car which was owned for over 30 years 
by the late HLM Charles Wright and Dorothy 
Wright and meticulously maintained by them. 
This is a rare opportunity to obtain a really nice 
Silver Dawn. Reg. No. SA-111-111 not included. 
$47,500 ono. Initial enquiries to Gavin Sandford- 
Morgan 08-8362-8956. 


1953 Bentley R-type (B152TN) James Young 
Saloon. Automatic gearbox, power steering 
(Ristes, fitted 1995). Rare James Young (C.22.11) 
coachwork, 5 inches wider than the standard 
steel saloon. See Rolls-Royce & Bentley: the 
Crewe Years by Martin Bennett p.133 and 
London & Derby (N.S.W. Branch) Nov. 2001. 
Chassis card notes many R-type Continental 
parts under the lower, sloping bonnet. Spare 
windscreen held. Full service history last ten 
years with recent carburetters and engine top 
overhaul. 197,500 miles and pulling strongly. 
Reg. (N.S.W.) NYX-649 (as for 1953 Earls 
Court Motor Show). $67,500 neg. Donald Eve 
02-9489-8319 (Tel & Fax) 


1960 Silver Cloud II (SVB271) Shell Grey over 
Tudor Grey. U.K. delivery. Overall fair condition. 
Currently registered in Tasmania until Jan. 2005. 
$32,500 neg. Brian Mathews 03-6326-1873 
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1969 Silver Shadow (DRH6787) H.J. Mulliner, 
Park Ward drophead coupé. Burgundy bare metal 
respray, beautiful job. New hood. Reconditioned 
engine and gearbox. New tyres. $85,000 or trade 
either way for 7 or 8 passenger Rolls-Royce or 
Bentley. Allen Curtis 0409-34-6534 


1974 Silver Shadow (SRH19367) White 
with deep red leather and carpets. Attractive, 
comfortable and mechanically Al. Registered. 
$24,000. Tom Johnston 08-8234-5600 


1979 Silver Wraith I (LRH36157) The only 
Royal Rolls-Royce in Australia, delivered new 
to HRH Princess Margaret in September 1979. 
Immaculate, low mileage. Complete with all 
tools, books, etc. $44,000. neg. Boyd Rasmussen 
07-4151-4067 


1980 Silver Spirit (ASA01500) Ocean Blue with 
Navy leather piped light blue. Remote central 
locking with immobiliser, 10-stack CD player, 
standard climate control air conditioning, electric 
everything. Immaculate. $39,900 neg. Brian 
Hallo 08-8277-1831 or FAX 08-8277-1361 
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1981 Bentley Mulsanne (BSB02415) Magnolia 
with Cherry-red hide, totally original, two 
owners since new, complete history, low klms, 
nil accident history, no major repairs but extreme 
preventative maintenance records, body, paint, 
timber, mechanicals 100%, 4 tyres new, leather 
only ‘very good’ vehicle has seldom been wet, 
complete tools, books etc. Extensive workshop 
manual set and spare parts catalogue CD. 
Thorough inspection and test welcome. $46,000. 
John Ellison 08-8572-7373 


1986 Bentley Turbo R (BSG14213) Balmoral 
Green with Inmont (tan) leather, immaculate 
condition, full service history, alloy wheels, CD 
stacker, 12 months reg., 23,324 miles (35,000km) 
Free delivery major cities Australia. $65,000 ono. 
Gordon Martin 0412-805-244 or 02-4385-8666 


1987 Silver Spirit (ASG15505) Tudor Red, bone 
interior. Australian delivery. Full sheepskin seat 
covers. Same owner last 12 years. 66,000 km. 
Registered to 7/04. A superb car in excellent 
condition throughout with Log Book. $85,000. 
R. Meillear 07-3264-6317 or FAX 07-3264-6216 


1988 Bentley Eight (BEJ23414), Ocean Blue 
metallic with dark blue Everflex roof. Magnolia 
leather and walnut interior, carphone, usual 
Bentley refinements — electric memory seats, 
cruise control, etc., Full Service History. Excellent 
condition, always garaged, North Ryde, N.S.W. 
$55,000 0.n.o. Martin Mitchell 0414-99-7526 


199] Bentley Mulsanne S (BSL32658) Light 
Oyster with Tan hide and headlining. Melbourne- 
delivered ‘Active Ride’ model. Spendid burr 
walnut veneered dash and picnic tables. All books 
and service records. 112,000 km. Perfect order. 
$85,000 o.n.o. Alastair Angas 08-8842-2859 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements must be factual and accurate. Persons misrepresenting cars, parts or services will be denied 
further use of this space. Ads for cars for sale must include chassis number and asking price. Ads may be edited to optimise use of available 
space and to conform to a standard format, and may be rejected at the discretion of the Editor without discussion. PHOTOGRAPHS: Good 
black & white or colour prints showing the lines of the car are suitable. ‘Front-on’ shots cannot be used. For photo return, please include 
stamped addressed envelope. DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars must, where required by law, quote their dealer’s licence number 
and comply with all other statutory requirements relating to their advertising. COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. Non-members 
are charged $16.50 (inc. GST) for a non-commercial ad. of reasonable length. Trade ads at commercial rates. Photographs included free 


of charge to non-trade members, $16.50 (inc. GST) for others. Where applicable, cheques made payable to R.R.O.C. of Australia must 
accompany advertising copy. Send ads to the Editor at: 


40 Queen Street, Croydon, N.S.W. 2132. Tel: 02-9747-2973 Fax: 02-9747-3563. 


Email: dneely@comcen.com.au 
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Cars Wanted 


Wanted: Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor 
cars, pre- and post-war, any model up to 
and including Silver Clouds and S Series, 
any condition considered. Please contact 
Ray or Jan at The Real Car Co., telephone 
(U.K.) +44-1248-602649 or Email: 
mail(@realcar.co.uk 


Wanted: Bentley Mk VI, late 1951 or 752, 
4.5 litre, small boot, standard saloon. Must 
be in fully restored, concours condition 
with all tools and handbook, complete to 
original specifications. Richard Erskine 
08-9336-2819 


Parts For Sale 


Original 7” Central foglight as fitted to 
early MK VI Bentley, rare item, complete 
and in very original condition. $900 Gavin 
Sandford-Morgan 08-8362-8956 


Six 7.00 x 21 Dunlop tires, two new, four 
having travelled about 2,500 miles; $400 
each. Also, six 21 inch rims in excellent 
condition; $100 each. Suitable for Silver 
Ghost or New Phantom and being sold due 
to conversion of my car to 23 inch wheels. 
Denis Deasey 0419-37-4688 or Email: 
ddeasey(@ozemail.com.au 


Set of 4 wheel trims for Silver Shadow 
or Spirit, as brand new, $1,600. Pair 
lambswool seat covers, beige, suit Silver 
Spirit or Spur with picnic tables, includes 
headrests and armrests, $800. Tony Lee 
07- 5476-0557 or Email 
tonylee@linkt.co.au 
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Rolls-Royce vintage tools: 20 h.p. E52106 
ring spanner, E55017 C-spanner, 20/25/PIII 
F6371, F6392 double-ended spanners, PII 
F51935, 51936 single-ended; $150 each. 
Lucas No. 20 oil can; $100 o.n.o. Ken King 
03-533 1-6320 


Bentley Mk VI 1948 4% litre engine, rebuilt 
15,000 miles ago but block has cracked 
exhaust valve seat. Parts in good condition 
including head, crankshaft, carburetters, etc. 
Will sell as is or separate. Rob Alexander 
03-5331-3527 or 0418-36-6597, email 
mistover2(@telstra.com 


Olympic 6.50 x 20 tyre, good tread, plus 
tube and rust band, $125; four Olympic 700 
x 20 tyres, treads 2 good, 2 fair, plus tubes 
and rust bands, $100 and $75 each; five 20 
inch lock-ring type rims, dimpled and drilled 
for R-R pattern 84 spokes, $200 each; two 
Dunlop 700 x 21 unused, retreaded tyres, 
$125 each; two brand new (old stock) 
Dunlop 700 x 21 tyres, for donation of $150 
each to Sir Henry Royce Foundation. Barrie 
Gillings 02-9144-3787, Fax: 02-9440-9159, 
email barrie@gillings.com 


Parts Wanted 


Fuse holders to suit Silver Cloud II. Peter 
Jordan-Hill 03-9800-5433 or FAX 03-9800- 
5466 


Bentley alloy wheels, 15” x 6/2”, 1980s type. 
Keith Wherry 02-9356-2199 


Wheel rims or complete wheels to suit 
Silver Ghost, 21” flat base. Also front gear 
box mounting part No. F2734. Stan Nash 
07-5530-2826 


PRACCLARVM 


Literature For Sale 


PRAECLARUM back issues available 
from The Sir Henry Royce Foundation, 
Australia. If you require a particular issue 
to complete your collection please let us 
know and we will see if it is available. 
$5.00 per copy. Please contact David Vann 
07-3865-3287 or fax 07-3865-4822 


Phantom VI owner’s handbook, chassis 
PGH102 onwards (1978). Very good 
condition. $175 o.n.o. Ken King 03-5331- 
6320 


Phantom II handbook (No. VI) original 
and all pages intact including colour 
diagrams. Cover soiled, all gold lettering 
visible. Inside flyleaf reads: “REF/24, A.S. 
Handyside, 1933”. To be sold to a Club 
member with correct car for PII Handbook 
No. VI period. $340 including registered p 
& p to buyer. fricharderskine@msn.com 


Services 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, height 
control valves, and minimum pressure 
valves for Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T 
Series, Corniche etc. and Silver Spirit/Spur, 
Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor cars. We have 
specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics in the 
U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are 
guaranteed for two years, unlimited milage. 
For example: Silver Shadow/Bentley T 
Series/Corniche/Camargue accumulator 
reconditioning, $295. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics (Australia) 
P.O. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
‘Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 


A Phantom Seduction 
continued from page 4349 


used to be my daily haunt so I knew it 
well. On all the tight bends, the Phantom 
was outstanding. It remained horizontal 
with not an iota of lurching or seasickness 
for the passengers. Such stability and 
traction. If only I had this on the descent 
of Mount Parnassos in Greece. 

I wonder if this machine, with 
its direct injection, could be driven 
up into the rarefied atmosphere of the 
Himalayas? The Phantom V didn’t even 
notice the changed oxygen content of 
the atmosphere found at 4930 metres 
(16,269 feet) above sea level with its 
low compression ratio of 8:1 and after 
the twin SU carburettors were manually 
adjusted. 

Enjoying the vista where the 
Pacific Ocean meets Sydney Harbour, 
I slowly descended into Watson’s Bay 


with minimal use of the ventilated disc 
brakes. The Phantom V was harder to 
control with its massive weight and drum 
brakes. It’s not often one has to test a car’s 
full braking capability but the occasion 
occurred when I braked hard outside 
New Delhi, India, to avoid a truck which 
was driving towards me, in my lane, on 
a dual carriageway. The Rolls-Royce, 
weighing almost three tonnes, slowed 
dramatically and merely swung her rear 
a little towards the near side shoulder of 
the highway. The chicken-playing truck 
veered casually by as I continued towards 
the Pakistani border. 

Back to the test-drive and 
arriving at water level overlooking 
sparkling beaches, restaurants and 
carefree yachts, it was soon time to stop 
daydreaming and return to the metropolis. 
Having read about the Phantom’s 60mph 
in 6 seconds, I wanted to experience the 
great engine’s power, albeit in a 60 k.p.h. 


suburban zone. From a 1!0kmh start at 
the base of a steep bending climb, I held 
down the accelerator and zoomed up. 
‘Dong’ went a bell on the dashboard. 
“What was that?” I asked the seemingly 
relaxed Andrew. “That is Rolls-Royce 
for...” 
replied, “to drive more sedately?” Ever 


and he paused. Chuckling I 


the British gentleman, Andrew explained 
that this was a pre-production model and 
that maybe the alarms were too sensitive. 
Nah — this car was demanding more 
decorum. 

On the radio I was hoping that 
Lou Reed would soon start singing ‘It was 
a perfect day, You just keep me hanging 
on” because by now I was entranced by 
the Phantom and wanted to hang onto 
this superbly modern Rolls-Royce. It is 
indeed a driver’s car. A weapon of mass 
seduction. 
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Ornithorhynchus anatinus Platypus 
anced Ornithorhynchus from Greek ornis ‘bird’, 
VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC rhychos ‘snout’, anatinus Latin ‘like a duck’. 
VEHICLE INSURANCE 


When it comes to Insurance, 
we'll take as much care of 
your Rolls-Royce or Bentley 
... aS you do! 


e Agreed Value : 
° Competitive Premiums Your car also has many functions 
e Retention of Wreck and parts for repair. 
e Repairer of Your Choice 


TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 


Pty Ltd 
Coverage Throughout Australia 


13 Stirling St. Thebarton S.A. 5031 
1800 646 605 Tel. 08 8234 5600, Fax 08 8234 5607 
NRMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 


388 George Street Sydney 2000 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 
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ACHIEVE PERFECTION! 


Choose Lmarr custom wheel discs and spare tire canisters for that “classic look.” 
Add an air of distinction and refinement to your classic 
car with Lmarr precision reproduction wheel discs, and 
side and rear mounted spare tire canisters. 


and we can custom produce discs for almost any car. 


We fit wheel sizes 16” to 23”. Spare tire canisters are 


available for Bentley - 18” and Rolls Royce - 18” & 19”. 
The convenience of our discs cannot be underestimated: 


* eliminates the lengthy cleaning process LMARR DISK LTD. 


* helps protect the chassis and brake mechanism P.O. Box 910, Glen Ellen, CA 95442-0910 USA 
° comes wi i i i ek : - 
S with everything needed for installation Tel: (707) 938-9347, Fax: (707) 938-3020 
Stock discs are available for over sixty makes and models, _ E-Mail: imarr@attglobal.net; Website: www.Imarr.com 


SPECIAL 
INSURANEE— - 
FOR SPECIAL 
VEHICLES 


Shannons Insurance has been insuring veteran, vintage and classic vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has developed a 
great insurance package at a very competitive price 


MM Agreed value. if the car is a total loss you will receive Hi No blame = No excess 
the full sum it is insured for. Mi Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or repaired 
@ You have the option to choose your own repairer M@ Free windscreen — one per year without excess 


MH In the event of total joss you will have automatic reten- M@ Personal belongings and tools up to the value of $400 
tion of the wreck, depending on the policy - subject to excess 


TEaRBERBEEESBEEEBEBEEEBEEEBEEEBEEEBEEBERBE BEEBE EEE EEEEBE EB EBEE B 
FOR A SPECIAL QUOTE CALL 1300 139 006 www.shannons.com.au 
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Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
Bene? Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au DL: 13746 
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